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Stand on Pancasila Explained 


Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 24 Mar 84 p 9 


[Text/ GAMKI has decided not to change its (foundation), that is, the Chrictinz: 
principle, but is aware of the orientation of its existence in the world. 
GAMKI is also aware of the need to share responsibility along with other Indon- 


esian citizens, to build an ideal Pancasile /Five Principles of the Republic 


of Indonesia/ nation. This was Gtated) by Fe W. Raintung, general chairman of 


'e '. ++ IrDop ys 4, > oF nor em e +} Pourts 
GAMKI Central Executive Committee a a ening ceremony of the Fourt! 


GAMKI National Congress at the Graha Purna Yudha Audi toriur Thursday. 


The general chairman, who will end his (term of office in this national congress, 
also said that GAMKI does not approve of irresponsible actions, such as preaching 
religious fanaticism to the youth for the interest of a single group of people. 


GAMKI desires an unprejudiced, natural approach. 


The opening ceremony was conducted by the secretary to the state minister for 
youth and sports, Sri Harsono, and attended by representatives of DPP-Ki 


the Democratic Youth, the Ka'abah_Youth Movement, AMPI GOLKAR youth organisation? 
and PMII /Indonesian Muslim Youth/ 


Pancasila: Principle of Effort 


Jakarta HARIAN UMUM AB in Indonesian 30 Mar 84 p 1 


[Text] The fourth GAMKI congress held from 22 March to 29 March at Cibubur, 
Jakarta, accepted Pancasila as its principle of national effort. 


The principle is included in GAMKI's constitution and will later be adapted to 


~he mass organization legislation following passage of the bill by the 
Parliament /DFR/. 


The congress clso elected a central executive committee for 1984 - 1988, 
with Dr Sukowaluyo as general chairman and Patmono Sk as general secretary. 
Representatives of provincial »xecutive committees have been tasked to elect 
five more officials to the central executive committee. 


12657 
CSO: 4213/202 
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LAOS 


POLITICAL BUREAU RESOLUTION ON TRADE UNION 
Vientiane HENG NGAN in Lao 16-31 Jan 84 pp 4, 7 


[Article: "The LPRP Central Committee Politburo Resolution On Trade 
Unions In The New Phase Of The Revolution") 


[Text] 1. The Party Central Committee Politbureau conference on 28 November 
1983 is completely unanimous with the report of the Party Central Committee 
secretariat on preparations for carrying out the first Nationwide Trade 
Union Congress. 


2. The meeting assessed highly the great sacrifice of the working class and 
Lao trade unions in the past under the correct and brilliant Leadership of 
the party, and confirmed that the Lao working class and working people have 
a fine morality and history. They are rich in patriotism, ability, 
creativity, and absolute loyalty to the party and the revolution of the people 
of different ethnic groups, they fight bravely and unyieldingly against all 
enemies, sincerely love friends and comrades of the same nation, and have 
pure solidarity and friendship for friends. The meeting also confirmed that 
the trade union is an organization to gather workers and government 
employees who are regular forces in the conversion to socialist industry. 

It is a socialist and communist school that mobilizes, trains, and exercises 
the right to socialist collective mastery. Under the banner of party 
leadership, by inheriting the nation's heritage and reinforcing their own 
true revolution our working class forever unites itself in a wnified manner, 
increases the obligations between workers and farmers to score outstanding 
achievements, and expands rapidly and intensively. 


They are strong and attrack working people, and they help farmers to carry 
out the revolutionary policies of the party. 


3. The congress emphasized that in the new phase of the revoluticn the 
working class and trade unions have the most significant roles. The trade 
union is a firm bridge connecting the party, the masses, the workers, and 
government employees, It is the firm support of socialism in defending and 
constructing a socialist Laos. In the present situation we must be 
conscious of the revolution and resolutely dismantle every destructive 
aspect of Chinese expansionism and the American imperialists, primarily 
psychological warfare, economics, and the colonialist style of living which 
is aimed at dismantling, weakening, and defeating our working people. 

















4. The conference agreed to increase the leadership of the party, to 
obilize all forces of the [dictatorship of the proletariat], in education, 
to improve and train the ranks of workers to be strong in every way so as to 
be regular forces in the conversion of socialist industry, and to reinforce 
the role of collective ownership in taking part in management in economics, 

government, and society in order to victoriously defend and construct the 
nation. We must determinedly and carefully select outstanding people in the 
revolutionary process of workers and government employees to train them to 
become protessional and semi-professional trade union cadres. We must 
carefully train young cadres, cadres of ethnic groups, and women cadres. 


5. The meeting assigned the Central Federation of Lao Trade Unions 

Executive Committee responsibility as a driving force in cooperation with 

the Central Committee, the LPRPCC [Lao People’s Revolutionary Party Central 
Committee] propaganda and training committee, the [Party Central Committee] 
office, and the sections involved to prepare complete materials for the 

party Central Committee to meet, discuss, and adopt a resolution particularly 
involving mobilizing workers and government employees, and the trade union 
movement in the new phase of the revolution, 


6. After this meeting of the political bureau, party committees of different 
provinces, the capital, and the ministries and work sections must assess the 
trade union situation of workers, government employees, and trade unions in 
their own localities and work sections. Moreover, they must adopt a policy 
line and detailed methods in order to study, train, and organize the 
revolutionary process of the workers and government employees to focus on 
successfully carrying out the resolutions of the third party congress for the 
second 5-year plan. Vientiane, 29 November 1983. 
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LAOS 


COLUMN LAMPOONS VOA BROADCAST ON REFUGEES 
Vientiane NOUM LAO in Lao 1-15 Mar 84 p 15 
("Talking Together" Column: "According To What They Said..."] 


[Text] Every Thursday if we tune in to the VOA [Voice of America] radio 
broadcasting station we will hear funny stories on what is called a "special 
program," 


This special program has nothing special except slandering and making shameful 
stories into "true" ones to conceal dirty American society. While called 

a "special program," it is nothing more than repeated interviews between a 
reporter and Lao refugees who have lowered themselves to ask to stay beneath 
[the roof of] someone else's house. 


Most of the interview is about the mouth and stomach, about building up the 
work, "wealth," and achievements of certain refugees, e.g., asking how they 
felt about having a chance to work in a certain factory. They are very 
happy because everything there is facilitated for them; there are buses to 
pick them up, they are safe from danger, [there are] special schools for the 
workers’ children, (and everything!) 


Sometimes the interview keeps coming back to thematter of making merit in 
different Buddhist temples. When they were forced to answer the questions 
some Old people had to hold back their tears to praise the rights and 
freedom of belief they exercised in foreign lands. For example, they have a 
chance to go to a Buddhist temple and to attend preaching and worship at a 
Phathat Louang at Wat Lao Buddhavongse in Washington. 


Sometimes the interview is about organizing an association, mutual 
assistance, and the "future" of the next generation that has an opportunity 
to study. 


However, the Lao people all have their reason and awareness. Their ears 
are not the ears of a wok; on the contrary, their ears have already been 
tested many times. We know well that there is no difference at all between 
the situation of refugees and the life of slaves who were once exploited 

by the capitalists in the past. Thus, the talk about the rights and 
freedom cf the refugees then becomes a joke by itself. Never mind the 








refugees ~ ‘OO indian tribes who are the true original people of the 

United Sta..s, who are still being destroyed, who have gradually been 
disappearing and are almost extinct. Almost 30 million black Americans 

are suffering and struggling and are being exploited by the capitalists with 
no choice for them, Unemployed Americans are three times the Lao population; 
15 percent of the American people are now living below the lowest poverty 
level, In the 3-year period under Reagan rule the number of poor people has 
increased [by] 5 million people. Official U.S. statistics point out that 
over 2 million Americans are homeless and have to look for shelter from the 
sun and rain. These unfortunate people have continued their temporary 
living with aid from various organizations. 


Then why are they pertending to make up stories to make the refugees angels 
in this hell? 


When the workers and officers at this station which is full of gossip stand 
up to demonstrate and ask for full humanity from the administration, then 
[the mouth issuing] these lies and propaganda will undoubtedly be shut with 
the truth. 
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LAOS 


PUBLIC HEALTH COOPERATION WITH PRK DISCUSSED 
Vientiane PASASON in Lao 16 Apr 84 p 3 


[Article by Phongthachit Savatdiphon: "Strengthen Solidarity in Public 
Health Between Laos and Kampuchea"] 


[Text] Based on the special relations and all-around cooperation of Laos, 
Vietnam, and Kampuchea, recently a Lao delegation of the Ministry of Public 
Health led by Mr Phen Phengsigna, vice minister of this ministry, paid a 
friendly 7-day visit to the PRK. 


When our Lao delegation arrived they were welcomed warmly and cordially by 
Mr Chea Thang, vice minister of Public Health for the PRK, along with a 
number of cadres involved, 


During the visit our Lao public health delegation paid a visit by Mr Chea 
Soth of the Party Central Committee Politburo and vice chairman of the 
State Council. They also visited Dr [Yit] Kim Seng, PRK minister of public 
health. The guests and the hosts met and had a friendly and fraternal talk 
from the beginning to the end. 


On the basis of carrying out the same principles, primarily on disease 
prevention arid treatment of patients, and in order to raise the standard of 
living of the people which is the basis of socialist public health, delegations 
of both sides, the Lao one led by Mr Phen Phengsigna and the Kampuchean side 
led by Mr Chea Thang, met and discussed their own public health situation. 


They also studied different problems that they will jointly carry out, and, 
they [planned] to exchange [experiences] now and in the future. 


Also, our Lao delegation visited central-level hospitals and observed 

public health work at the provincial level and in provincial, canton, and 
village hospitals to see examples of carrying out the "three clean" sanitation 
principles. They visited a center for the study of traditional medicine, and 
a mass grave witness to the tremendous crimes of the genocidal Pol Pot-leng 
Sary clique. 
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Both sides signed an agreement on the 1984 cooperation plan that is expected 
to exchange two sets of delegations each year. The Lao side agreed to 
continue sending a unit of five medical cadres to help in public health work 
in (Siang Teng) 1 vear per unit, and to send in two groups of malaria 
suppression cadres for 3 months each year. Each groups consists of two 
people. There were also many other problems on which both sides would have 
to cooperate and help each other. 


Before returning home the hosts held a fraternal solidarity rice platter 
[ceremony] according to fine tradition. This visit confirmed the 

significant role of disease prevention in maintaining health based on modern, 
advanced scientific principles. 


The outcome of the visit demonstrated that the increased special solidarity 

and all-around cooperation amog Laos, Kampuchea, and Vietnam is stable, a 

rare [mirror] of life and death solidarity, and a factor deciding all victories 
in defending and constructing our three socialist countries. 
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LAOS 


BRIEFS 


HOUA PHAN DISTRICT, POPULATION, ECONOMY--Siang Kho is a large and 

economically strategic district in Houa Phan with approximately 50,000 

people. Agricultural co-ops have been expanded extensively in Siang Kho 
District, and it now has 97 agricultural co-ops consisting of 5,131 families 
61 percent of the population districtwide. There are 2,100 hectares of 

rice fields which is 95 percent of the total ricefields, Its public health 
network has been widely expanded. There are 30 hospitals accommodating 516 
beds, and there is a total of 100 medical personnel including 55 canton 
medical personnel. [Excerpts] [Vientiane PASASON in Lao 14 Apr 84 p 2] 9884 


VIENTIANE RICE TAXES--Although the weather was not very good, guidance from 
the administrative committees of different levels and the organizing of the 
collective style of living were able to solve problems from ail natural 
disasters, resulting in a good harvest in some localities. In particular, 
in Vientiane Province after the harvest the people in different localities 
were awakened and they veluntarily reported their harvest results along with 
their revenues to their local administrative committees and gladly paid 
agricultural taxes to the government. In the first quarter of this year the 
people and farmers in nine districts in Vientiane Province paid a total of 
over 3,270 tons of agricultural taxes to the government, or 97 percent of the 
plan. [Text] [Vientiane PASASON in Lao 17 Apr 84 p 1] 9884 


CHAMPASSAK TRADE, EXPORT FIGURES=--By having absorbed the policy line of the 
party in the period of transformation and construction in advancing towards 
socialism, in the past years the trade section of Champassak Province had 

a new role of expansion which was demonstrated by the increased value of its 
revenues by a factor of seven when compared with 1981, The purchasing of 
coffee and forest products was increased by a factor of 1.78 when compared 
with that for 1981; rice purchasing was 89.21 percent on the average. The 
export plan was increased by a factor of three when compared with that for 
1981. The profit given to the budget was increased by a factor of 1.45. The 
revenue given to the center is 3.5 to 4 million dollars a year. Involvement 
and trade in exports and imports with its twin province Nghia Binh has been 
improved, The value of exports and imports is 8.6 million kip. Its trade 
co-op has been carrying out purchasing, sales, and exchange, and also 
transformation and construction using the private sector to help the 
government to carry out its duty, to purchase rice, food supplies, and forest 
and rice field products, and to sell goods to gradually raise the standard 


12 








of living for the people of ethnic groups by an appropriate percentage. 
They have been carrying out production involving international cooperation 
projects, e.g., a modern rice mill, theKM2 machine repair shop, silos for 
paddy rice, etc. Based on a report by Comrade Thong-In Soulignachak, 
director of the company for purchasing forest and rice field products in 
Champassak Province, from early January to the end of March this year the 
company was able to purchase a total of 357 tons of coffee. [Excerpts] 
[Vientiane PASASON in Lao 18 Apr 84 p 3] 9884 


LUANG PRABANG BANKING--Based on a report from the committee responsible 

for savings deposits in the Luang Prabang provincial branch of the State Bank, 
in the first quarter of this year cadres, government employees, workers, 

and the people in this province have gradually deposited their savings 
totalling over 411,111 kip in the bank. This is an accumulation of rotating 
capital for the government that can be used for national construction and 
development to increase prosperity and also to increase the income of the 
depositors. [Text] [Vientiane KHAOSAN PATHET LAO in Lao 17 Apr 84 p A8] 
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MALAYSIA 


STATUS OF SHARIAH COURT UPGRADED 
Kuala Lumpur UTUSAN MALAYSIA in Malay 6 Apr 84 p 6 
(Editorial: "Status of Shariah Court Upgraded"/ 


[Text/ The government's decision to upgrade the status of the Shariah [reli- 
gious law/ Court by augmenting its legal powers appears to be one of the ways 
of gradually applying Islamic values in this country. 


If the draft amendment is analyzed and approved by Parliament, the court will 
be granted the power to hand down sentences. 


Accordins to the announcement made by the deputy prime minister this week tho maxi- 
mum sentences which the Shariah Court will be able to hand dow are a fine of 
up to $M5,000, imprisonment for 3 years, or 6 strikes of the lash. 


With this heightened status, the position of the Shariah Court will be equiv- 
alent to that_of the Macistrate's Court, and judges dealing with religious 
affairs /kadi/ will also have the same status and responsibilities as those 
of the magistrates. 


The desire to have this measure realized actually had been put forward by 
Datuk Musa last year, but the decision as announced this time was more clear 
and definite. 


Religious affairs judges and Muslims should not view this government decision 
with doubt or suspicion because Islamic values must be applied slowly through 
an extended process. 


What the government has done is to edify and establish, step by step, the 
validity of Islamic law and the status of its court by respecting the most 
holy Islamic eminence. 


To date the sentences which most Shariah Courts were able to hand dow were 


minimal while from the religious law legal standpoint, real authority rested 
in the hands of the states. 
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here was no change in this position for almost 20 years so the time is ripe 
for this decision to upgrade the court's status becuase Malaysia's Muslims 

or a long time stpo ng such a decision. Now there is more rapid 
opment of awaren C teachings than there was in the past. 
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However, because attempts to 
stricture ° which is linked to the s 


some time. 


the court's status involve the legal 
ate Constitution, this process had to take 


Another upgrading aspect which must be synchronized with this decision immediate- 
ly are the qualifications and skills of the religious affairs judges who are 

to act as judges in the Shariah Court. These qualifications and skills must 

1ose 


> 
be made equivalent to th of the magistrates in the civil courts. 


eualifications of the religious affairs judges are important and needed as 
long as ‘hey are permitted to rule on religious law at e higher stage and to 
be truly onvincing. 


In any trial there clearly will be more involvement in shariah courts with 
civil lawyers. So lawyers will not only be obliged to assimilate the appli- 
cation of new laws but all religious affairs judges or judges of the Shariah 


Sourt will also be even more obliged to strengthen their knowledge of the law. 
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PROJECTS TO BE TURNED OVER TO PRIVATE SECTOR 
Kuala Lumpur BERITA HARIAN in Malay 6 Apr 84 p 1 
[Article by Roslan Ali: "200 Projects To Be Turned Over to Private Hands"/ 


[Text/ Petaling Jaya, Thursday £5 April/--It has been confirmed that 200 State 
Economic Development Organization (PKEN) projects are to be turned over to 
the private sector. 


The roster of projects covering all industrial fields will be submitted to the 
Ministry of Public Enterprises for further discussion. 


Datin Paduka Rafidah Aziz, minister of public enterprises, said today that 
these are some of the projects and subsidiaries of PKEY that will be turned 
over to private hands. 


The minster explained that PKEN itself may not be turned over to the private 
sector because it is a states’ government organization for economic develop- 
ment which assists in achieving the goals of the New Economic Policy (DEB). 


Profitable Projects 


Speaking to newsmen at the close of an economic seminar held by the Malaysian 
Youth Council (MBM) here, the minister said projects to be turned over to the 
private sector were not unprofitable projects or ones facing financial crises. 


According to a study carried out by PKEV, all of these projects are profitable 
and suitable for operation by the private sector. 


Earlier Datin Paduka Rafidah said her ministry had directed PKEN in all the 
states to prepare two lists covering projects and subsidiaries that could 
be turned over to the private sector. 


Turnover 
Further, the PKEV will also decide on the extent of their participation 


in projects that will be turned over to private hands and whether they will 
be completely turned over or operated jointly with the PKEN. 
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he minister explained taht PKEN subsidiaries to be turmed over to the National 
Capitalization Corporation (PNB) will not be included among PKHI subsidiaries 
ivate t 


She explained that all subsidiaries will be turned over solely to indigenou 
” nr » | 
> POPLee 
-_ . - 2. - ys . . e ° , , ” a & - 9 —- . 
Natin Paduka Rafidah added that thie steps being taken to complete the turnover 
i) . eS . -~ = , pr’ = *s » . ~ = a - , DYyur ” 
f subsidiaries to the PNE and the private sector will not make the PKEN le: 
capable of operating. 
. , » , wreR? . . a a 
By doing this, the PKEY will be able to concentrate their commercial activi- 
. . * “=~ * * ‘ * . 
ties in certain fields rather than only investing 10 percent in a company, 


Datin Pauka Rafidah will hold a meeting with all FKHV directors in Sabah next 
week to discuss further the turnover of the 200 projects to the private sector. 
6804 

MOM. “479 naar 

‘ . 4<! j/ eta 


17 














MALAYSIA 


MALAY STUDENT PROGRESS IN LEARNING CHINESE QUERIED 
Kuala Lumpur UTUSAN MALAYSIA in Malay 21 Mar 84 p 2 
fArticle: 14,246 Malays Enrolled in Chinese Schools"/ 


[Text] Kuala Lumpur, 20 March--Last year 14.246 indigenous students were en- 
rolled in the nation's ethnic (Chinese) elementary schools, according to in- 
formation received by the House of Representatives. 


Datuk Sri Adib Adam, minister of information, who provided this information, 
explained that the Ministry of Education has not yet conducted special studies 
on the progress made by Malay students in these schools. 


Responding for the education minister to a question from Mr Mamat Ghazalee 
Abdul Rahman (member of the BN /National Front/ representing Hulu Nerus), 

he added that figures on the results of evaluation tests, prepared by a testing 
agency and taken by fifth grade pupils, were provided for the respective lan- 
guages taken rather than by nationality. 


Therefore, he explained, the Education Ministry is unable to provide separate 
results on the progress of Malay or Chinese students in the ethnic elementary 
schools in Chinese language study or for any other classes. 


Up to now, Datuk Sri Adib said, the Education Ministry also has not conducted 
any special studies of Chinese student progress in Mandarin. 


In any case, he said, for the past 3 years the achievement rate for the Chinese 
language in ethnic elementary schools for the whole country has been satisfactory, 
namely, over 65 percent. 


Responding to another question from Mr Mamat Ghazalee, Datuk Sri Adib said 
that if a special study were conducted on these students, progress in the 
Chinese language could be evaluated and some idea could be gained on how the 


two nationality groups interacted with each other in the ethnic elementary 
schools. 
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NEW SCHEME TO AID INDIGENOUS PETTY BUSINESSMEY 
Kuala Lumpar BERITA HARIAN in Malay 29 Mar 84 p 1 
farticle: "$226 Million To Aid Indigenous Businessnen"/ 


[text/ Kuala Lumpar, Wednesday [28 March/-<A special scheme will be instituted 
in July to aid indigenous people and improve their skills in five manufacturing 


fields. It will be financed with $226 million furnished by the World Bank, 
Benk Negara /central bank/, and the Malaysian Industrial Development Finance 
Berhad /Corp,/ (MIDF). 


The World Bank offered $113 million, the Bank Negara $83.3 million, and the 
MIDF $30 million for the Special Indigenous Petty Business Scheme. 


The World Bank also offered $16.958 million to a number of government agencies, 
including the Small Industry Section of the Ministry of Trade and Industry, 
for technical and epecialist services. 


The five fields which the government says will definitely be covered by the 
scheme are food and drink, timber and wood products, chemicals and chemical 
products, mineral products, and electronic items. 


Haji Muhyidin Mohd. Yassin, deputy minister for trade and industry, informed 
USAHANIAGA today that funds would be allocated through the Malaysian Develop- 
ment Bank Berhad (BPMB) and MIDF. 


In the initial stage of the negotiations, the World Bank and Bank Necara agreed 
to grant $300 million for the special scheme but for a number of reasons this 
amount was reduced. 


Initially that grant was scheduled to be channeled solely through the Malaysian 
Development Bank, but because the MIDF offered to obtain $30 million from the 


local capital market, it was decided to involve that agency in distributing 
the aid. 


Haji Muhyidin chaired the discussion in the Committee for Synchronizing Petty 
Businessmen's Development (JPPPK) on the strategy to be used to implement 
that scheme as well as subsequent measures. 
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MALAYSIA 


BRIEFS 


NO POLITICS IN MOSQUES--Kuala Lumpur, Thursday /22 March/--His Excellency the 
Yang Dipertuan Agong today commanded Moslems not to use religious sermons for 
political purposes and thus divide the Islamic community. Mosque committees 
must take this responsibility seriously and wisely to ensure that the mosque 
continues to be an institution that fosters unity in the Islamic community, 

His Excellency commanded when officiating at the opening of the Umar Al-Khattab 
Mosque in Bukit Damansara here today. His Excellency reminded Moslems not to 
demean themselves by fussing about trifling matters that arise among Moslems. 
"We do not want to hear complaints in Moslem groups about matters which could 
cause the Islamic community to lose respect such as complaints about the 
muezzin's call, two imams, quarrels and fallings-out among members of the 
mosque committee. We hope that trifling problems concerning mosque administra- 
tion will indeed be settled by consensus, discussion, or frank and honest ex- 
change of opinion among mosque committee members," His Excellency ordered. 

His Excellency is concerned that there might be Moslems who are conducting a 
certain kind of propaganda because this might create disunity among Moslems. 
Those who follow Islam must not think about deifying themselves or their groups 
or disparaging the faith and activities of others, His Excellency commanded. 
The cost of constructing the Umar Al-Khattab Mosque was $3 million. /Text/ 
/Xuala Lumpur BERITA HARIAN in Malay 23 Mar 84 p 4/ 6804 


NO RICE TRIPLE CROPPING--Kuala Lumpur, 23 March--The House of Representatives 
was informed today that the Ministry of Agriculture had not yet proposed intro- 
ducing the triple cropping system for paddy as is used in Taiwan to increase 
production. Mr Luhat Wan, deputy minister_of agriculture, responding to a ques- 
tion from Mr Chan Kok Kit (member of DAP /Democratic Action Party/ representing 
Sungai Besi), said his ministry would study the matter in detail to see whether 
this system would be of benefit to this country. Responding to a question from 
Haji Mohd. Zain Abdullah (member of HAMIM /Hizbul Muslimin Party/ representing 
Bacuk), the minister said for the past 5 years this country's paddy production 
has met 65 to 85 percent of the demand for rice in line with the state's agri- 
cultural policy. This country's_paddy production, he said, accounts for 80 to 
85 percent of the national /food/ production. In 1980 rice production totaled 
1.35 million metric tons, 1.3 million metric tons in_1981, 1.21 million metric 
tons in 1982 and 1.2 million metric tons in 1983. /Text/ /Kuala Lumpur UTUSAN 
MALAYSIA in Malay 24 Mar 84 p 2/ 6804 











TIMBER, WOOD-PRODUCT EXPORTS--Kuala Lumpur, Friday /23 March/--In November 1983 
sales and prices for timber and wood-product exports for the Malaysian penin- 
sula dropped below those of the previous month. According to MASKAYU, the 
monthly bulletin of Malaysian Timber Industry Institute, total exports fell 

16 percent to 233,700 cubic meters while the value of exports dropped 19 percent 
to $92.1 million. Except for papan blok /As published/, total exports of other 
wood-product exports were lower in November compared with October. For the 
first 11 months of 1983, timber and wood-product exports totaled 2.9 million 
cubic meters valued at $1.1 billion. However, the value of these exports was 

up by 7 percent. In November, lumber exports for the Malaysian peninsula fell 
18 percent to 164,000 cubic meters and the value dropped by 25 percent to $52.8 
million. This decline was due to the drop in demand for graded and ungraded 
lumber by the European Economic Community and West Asian (except South Yemen) 
nations, Japan, United States, and Australia. For the period January to November, 
total lumber exports were 3 percent higher (2 million cubic meters) and the value 
was 10 percent higher ($686.6 million) than figures for the same period in 1982. 
In November, plywood exports fell slightly, by 1 percent, to 40,900 cubic meters 
but the value rose by 10 percent to $23.1 million. For the first 11 months of 
this year, plywood_exports rose by 22 percent to 418,180 cubic meters, valued 

at $232.3 /million/, an increase of 16 percent. [Text/ /Xuala Lumpur UTUSAN 
MALAYSIA in Malay 24 Mar 84 p 2/ 6804 


PRODUCTION FOR ISLAMIC MARKETS--Kelang, 1 April--Malaysia is developing various 
products and equipment for use by Moslems and to be marketed in Islamic nations, 
Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir Mohamad announced today. Several agencies including Sime 
Darby are involved in this effort which is aimed at producing traditional items 
that are adapted to the Moslem way of life, the prime minister said. Products 
being developed include bathroom equipment, the minister told newsmen_after 
inaugurating the Karunmas (M) Sdn /private business company/ Berhad /incorporated/ 
plant, a modern textile weaving and embroidery plant on Kota Raja Street here. 
Earlier when pronouncing the indigenously-owned plant officially open, the prime 
minister said most of the items used by some 900 million Moslems in all the world 
are developed and made innon-moslem countries These nations dominate the world 
Islamic market although many of the items they produce are not adapted to the 
Moslem situation or way of life. In Malaysia, he said, where 50 percent of the 
population is Moslem, most of the modern equipment used is foreign made. The 
government together with several agencies and bodies is taking steps to develop 
equipment suitable for use by Moslems, he said, Seeing that in general the 
Moslem way life is similar throughout the world, these goods, therefore, can 

be marketed in Islamic nations. Further details on products as well as the type 
of equipment to be developed will be announced later, the minister said. Datuk 
Sri Dr Mahathir stressed that modern technology must_be used and adapted to pro- 
duce goods that meet the demands of that society. /Text/ /Kuala Lumpur UTUSAN 
MALAYSIA in Malay 1 Apr 84 p 1/ 6804 


NEW FREE TRADE ZONE--Pasir Gudang, 4 April--Datuk Abdul Ajib Ahmad, Johor prime 
minster, announced that the Johor port would become a free trade zone as of 

1 October. With Pasir Gudang established as a free trade zone, Datuk Ajib said, 
the Jojor port would be increasingly used to export the country's prima 












the Besi Antara Plant, a Johor State Economic Development Organization (PKHiJ) 
corporation, here yesterday afternoon /3 April/. For instance, Datuk Ajib 
said, cream latex or SMR /standard Malaysia rubber/ letex and other products 
which to date have been exported via Johor Causeway to Singapore could be 
channeled through Pasir Gudang. This would have a direct effect on reducing 
the country's deficit balance of payments, especially with repard to heavy 
payments made for services, which has been disadvantageous for the country. 
The prime minister hoped that with the establishment of the free trade zone, 
the Pasir Gudang Industrial Zone would attract many more businessmen away from 
Singapore. The PKHiJ, the most important agency for developing this region, 
spent $M28.5 million to construct the first phase of the Pasir Gudang center. 
The directors of Pasir Gudang, who are subordinate to the PKE’J, opened their 
office in that zone on 1 September of last year. /Text/ /Kuale Lumpur UTUSAN 
MALAYSIA in Malay 5 Apr 84 p1/ 6804 


SAUDI-MALAYSIA RADIO PROGRAM--Alor Setar, 5 April--Datuk Sri Mohd. Adib Adan, 
minister of information, announced that -Malaysia will cooperate with the King- 
dom of Saudi Arabia for a radio program called "Voice of Islam" (Nadi al-Islam) 
which will be broadcast to all Southeast Asia. The idea for this program came 
to His Majesty when he visited Saudi Arabia in 1982. The Saudi Arabian King- 
dom agreed to this project recently. According to Datuk Sri Mohamad Adib, the 
Saudi Arabian Kingdom has agreed to offer 8 million riyals (about $M5.5 million) 
for the success of this plan which will be conducted in Arabic. "This program 
is aimed at spreading the glory of Islam everywhere," he told newsmen after 
officiating at the general meeting of the Kedah State Malaysia Association 

of Youth Clubs (MAYC) here this afternoon. According to the minister, this 
program will be broadcast like programs organized by the British Broadcasting 
Corporation (BBC). In any case, the Ministry of Information, which will manage 
the project, has not confirmed whether the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia will produce 


any programs for this effort. Text? /Xuala Lumpur UTUSAN MALAYSIA in Malay 6 
Apr 84 p 47 6804 - 
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EDITORIAL FAULTS KRIANGSAK RETICENCE IN CRITICIZING SRV 
Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 12 Apr 84 p 3 
[Editorial: “Revise the Role of the Foreign Affairs Subcommittee" ] 


[Text] There are reports that the House Foreign Affairs Subcommittee 

has held a conference and resolved to submiga note to Vietnam condemning 
Vietnam's actions against Thailand, that is, Vietnam's invasion of 
Thailand and its violation of Thai sovereignty, and asking the Vietnamese 
government to investigate the actions of Vietnamese soldiers and punish 
them. 


Concerning this, we have learned that the chairman of this subcommittee, 
General Kriangsak Chamanan, did not attend this meeting of the House 

Foreign Affairs Subcommittee. And after this subcommittee held this 

meeting and issued this resolution, General Kriangsak asked the subcommittee 
to consider this matter carefully and make sure that Vietnamese troops 
really did violate Thailand's sovereignty. Besides that, General Kriangsak 
asked to obtain the facts from the Thai military first before reaching 

any conclusions about what had really happened. 


We are astonished by all this. First, why did this subcommittee propose 
condemning Vietnam about this since that is not its duty? The Vietnamese 
government does not have to pay any attention to it. 





From what we understand, the House Foreign Affairs Subcommittee took 
this action in order to avoid embarrassment from the fact that it made 
an unofficial trip to Vietnam, held talks with Vietnamese leaders and 
then returned and said that Vietnam would not invade Thailand or violate 
Thai sovereignty. 


The seccnd thing that astonishes us is that when the foreign Affairs 
Subcommittee resolved to submit a note condemning Vietnam, the subcommittee 
chairman, General Kriangsak, was hesitant about submitting such a note 

to Vietnam because of doubts about whether Vietnamese troops really 

had invaded Thailand and violated Thai sovereighty. He wanted to wait 


until th Vv 








Everyone in Thailand, including children and the deaf and dumb, know 
that Vietnamese forces invaded Thailand. Newspapers and radio, both 

Thai and foreign, and television presented stories and showed vivid 
pictures day after day. And the Thai military issued periodic statements 
to keep the people informed. 


We don't know where the chairman of the Foreign Affairs Subcommittee 
could have been that he wasn't aware of what was taking place. 


That was the second thing that astonished us. And we are astonished 
that the chairman of this subcommittee askec for confirmation from the 
government. It 1s as if the events that took place along the border 
and that were so well publicized did not really happen. 


It 1S not our intention to criticize the actions of the House Foreign 
Affairs Subcommittee on this matter. But we do want to express our views 
in order to bring these things to the attention of the Thai people. 
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THAILAND 


COLUMNIST HITS KRIANGSAK RESPOSE TO SRV ATTACKS ™ 
Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 10 May 84 p 5 


[Fun and Reality column by "An Old Soldier": "Vietnam and Thai Politicians: 
Who Is Deceiving Whom?"] 


[Text] It seems that the fighting along the border between Thai and 
Vietnamese forces has stopped now. But this lull in the fighting will 
probably be just temporary. I believe that if Vietnamese forces continue 
tooccupy Kampuchea, they will certainly invade Thailand again in the 
future. 


This recent incident was brought to an end because of the skills of 
the Thai military. Military forces were used to drive the invading Vietnamese 
troops out of Thailand in accord with their duties as Thai soldiers. 


Suffering casulties was unavoidable since expelling [the Vietnamese 
troops] required fighting with weapons. Yes, there was fighting. And 
in combat, people are wounded and killed. The only question is how many. 


Concerning what took place this time, I feel that this was like a war, 

that is, a border war, and that it was a violent fight. Because from 

what I heard from the military and based on the tatical operations, 

this was a major matter. The military, which is responsible for preventing 
and controlling invasions, said that it had to engage in military operations 
just as if it were waging war. Our top military commanders had to go 

and supervise the fighting personally. And it took several days of fighting 
before we were able to drive the Vietnamese out of Thailand. 


What took place can be referred to as a border war. It was just a small, 
Or minor, war. The people of Thailand all wanted to help. Even if people 
were not required to participate in the actual fighting, they were 
responsible for providing moral support and wishing our soldiers success, 
success in driving the Vietnamese soldiers out of Thailand. And our 
soldiers were victorious. 








people think that what took place along the border was just an ordinary 
matter. 


For exmaple, in an inverview with reporters, General Kriangsak Chamanan, 
who 1s an MP from Roi Et Province, said that concerning what happened, 
he would like both sides to sit down and talk to each other without 
being so stubborn. If there 1s a problem, it can be discussed at the 
meeting. The military should not be allowed to solve the problem alone. 


Concerning General Kriangsak's views on this matter, I do not agree 

with him at all regardless of whether he is speaking as a politician 

who was once the prime minister of Thailand or as a soldier who was 

once the chief of staff and supreme commander and who holds the rank 

of general as his military “certificate.” Because if we act in accord 
with the ideas of this former prime minister and former supreme commander 
in dealing with this matter, I believe that the Vietnamese military 

will definitely invade Thailand and enter Bangkok itself. 


Vietnamese troops crossed only a few kilometers into Thailand. But even 
so, there was a loss of honor for Thailand, and our military lost honor 
for allowing Vietnamese troops to enter Thailand. Actually, no armed 
soldiers from any country should invade Thailand. 


It's true that we can sit down and negotiate. But if we become too engrossed 
in the negotiations, before an understanding can be reached, Vietnamese 
troops will have occupied Thailand. And who knows what results such 
political talks will achieve. 


Concerning this, I think that General Kriangsak is well aware of this. 
But he talked that way to avoid embarrassment. Because General Kriangsak 
and his party visited Vietnam and, besides doing a dance for them, he 
sat down and negotiated with senior Vietnamese politicians--although 

no one knows what was discussed. The only think that we know is that 
when General Kriangsak returned to Thailand, he told people that ietnam 
had assured him that it would not violate Thailand's sovereignty. But 
before the Thai people had a chance to forget what he had said, fighting 
broke out along the border. Armed Vietnamese troops crossed the border 
into Thailand. Wasn't this a violation of Thailand's sovereignty? 


This violation of Thailand's sovereignty has totally erased the words 

of General Kriangsak. This action shows that that trip to Vietnam (which 
was unofficial) was worthless and meaningless as far as the Thai people 
and Thailand are concerned. 


If General Kriangsak did in fact have « chance to talk with senior Vietnamese 
officials about whether they would or would not invade Thailand, the 

talks were probably held when they were drunk. That is, the Vietnemase 

were probably drunk and so they gave _- ance p : pe 





Who was lying? I don't know. But one side was definitely lying. And 
what 1S certain is that our former prime minister, General Kriangsak, 
was deceived. He was fooled into thinking that he had achieved results 
on his trip to Vietnam. And he returned in good spirits and told the 
people all about what had been achieved. 


The Vietnamese fooled General Kriangsak and, through him, they deceived 
the Thai people. This was a trick, and it caused much damage. 


Actually, General Kriangsak is not a stupid person whom the Vietnamese 

could easily trick into becoming their mouthpiece. But he is too much 

a politician. He has to seek votes. He wanted the people to know that 

he was the one who had negotiated with the Vietnamese and got the Vietnamese 
to give assurances (to General Kriangsak) that they would not invade 
Thailand. 


Concerning this, I think that the Vietnamese were very clever. They 

knew who General Kriangsak was, where he came from and what his position 
was. And they knew that he could be deceived easily. Because normally, 
Vietnamese are indiscreet; they rarely tell the truth, regardless of 

whom they are talking to. When they met General Kriangsak, the Vietnamese 
knew that General Kriangsak did not hold an important position in the 
government. Thus, they lied to him and decevied him. 


But the important thing is that General Kriangsak was once a senior 

officer in the Thai military. He should not have repeated these Vietnamese 
lies to the Thai people. But it's not known for sure whether the Vietnamese 
even said this to General Kriangsak. If that is the case, someone is 
definitely lying. 


Who is lying to whom is not important. But the truth came out when General 
Kriangsak returned from Vietnam and told the Thai people that Vietnam 
would definitely not attack or invade Thailand. 


But Vietnamese soldiers did invade Thailand and violate our sovereignty. 
And the fighting almost turned into a war. Who was lying? Who was lying 
to whom? We all know the answer. 
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THAILAND 


MALAYSIA SETS UP TAX HAVEN, BORDER TRADE SUFFERS 
Bangkok MATUPHUM in Thai 11 Apr 84 pp 1, 16 


{Article: "Tai Rom Yen City Deteriorates; Athit Says He Will Do Everything 
to Help Southerners: Malaysia Builds New City and Casino to Attract 
Thai Money”|] 


[Text] Tai Rom Yen City is facing a crisis. Investors have put up 50 
million, but things have come to a halt. Reason is that things are in 
conflict with the policy of Sitthi Chirarot. People fed up with immigration 
officials. Malaysia has built a new city, opened a duty-free zone and 

built a casino to attract money in order to unite the country. Thais 

have appealed to the commanding general of the Fourth Army Area. Athit 

says that crime has declined and that he is ready to help southerners 
whenever they have problems. 


A MATUPHUM reporter reported from Songkhla Province that a new city, 

Tai Rom Yen, has been built in Sam Naktaeo Subdistrict, Sadao District, 
Songkhla Province. Opening ceremonies were held at the end of last year. 
General Prem Tinsulanon, the prime minister, presided over the ceremonies. 
The purpose in founding this city was to have it serve asa border trade 
center that would attract tourists from Malaysia and Singapore. To date, 
at least 50 million baht has been invested in various activities. 


The report said that after responsibility was transferred from the Fourth 
Army Area to the Songkhla Provincial Administrative Organization, in 

accord with the policy of General Sitthi Chirarot, the minister of interior, 
orders were given to stop building various service establishments. This 

is the reason why the businessmen who have invested here are experiencing 
problems. The village committee has sent an appeal to Mr Sawai Phattano, 

a Democrat MP from Songkhal. 


This appeal claims that the province has not given any attention to 
Or supported Tai Rom Yen City and that this has caused investments to 
stop and thrown the economy into turmoil. 





The news report said that the reasons for this are: 1. At first, Tai 
Rom Yen City had brothels, which attracted tourists. But after control 
was transferred to the provincial administrative organization and the 
brothels were closed, the number of tourists declined. 2. Malaysian 
tourists have become fed up with the behavior of immigration officials. 
Things are slow and an overtime payment has to be paid to the officials 
in addition to the regular fee. 3. There have been disputes with the 
Songkhla Tourist Association concerning attracting tourists. 


Besides this, Malaysia is building a new city close to the border just 
across from [Thailand's] new city. The name of this new city is Bukit 
Kayu Itam. At present, approximatley 40 percent of the work has been 
completed. The city will hold about 6,000 families and will be set up 
as a trade center that will sell duty-free goods. There will be a large 
hotel and a gambling casino. The purpose is to keep Malayisan tourists 
from going to Thailand and to attract Thai tourists to Malayisa. At 

the same time, several Malaysian investors have built large tract-house 
projects around Bukit Kayu Itam. 


Mr Phichit Prasitthiphap, the deputy chairman of the Tai Rom Yen Committee, 
told MATUPHUM that businessmen who are experiencing problems have joined 
together and asked for help from Lieutenant General Wanchai Chitchamnong, 

the commanding general of the Fourth Army Area. But for certain reasons 

this could not be done. One of the reasons why the people of the city 

are experiencing serious problems is that investments have stopped completely. 
One group of investors who were building a single-story hotel with 98 

rooms at a cost of approximately 30 million baht have had to stop construction 
because they are unsure about the province's investment policy. 


General Athit Kamlangek, the supreme commander, was interviewed by reporters 
during his inspection tour in Songkhla Province. He said that at present, 
the number of criminal cases has declined greatly in the south since 

the military has stationed forces there to support police operations. 

Quick action will be taken to improve things so that officials serve 

the people better. He will not tolerate [officials] oppressing the people. 
"I am aware of everything that is happening in the south. I can assure 

you that whenever southerners have problems or need help, I will come 
immediately. 


“Now, we cannot retreat [south] any farther. Malaysia and Singapore 
don't have enough room for us. I ask all the peopie to unite in defending 
the country,” said General Athit. 
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THAILAND 


COLUMNIST FAULTS CRITICS OF THAI POLICY ON KAMPUCHEA 
Bangkok MATUPHUM in Thai 11 Apr 84 p 4 


[Braving the Rain column by Chatcharin Chaiyawat: “Don't Be Weak In 
Public Relations"|] 


[Text] Reports that Vietnam has invaded Thailand and that there has 

been fighting along the border in Sisaket Province and reports that 

military pressure will be applied in Surin Province have filled Thai 
newspapers for several days now. And it is not just Thai newspapers 

that have printed such stories. The foreign mass media have followed 

these matters rather closely. Even though some countries are still suspicious 
about Thailand's charge that “Vietnam invaded Thailand,” as far as the 

mass media 1s concerned, the things that have taken place along the 

Thai border have left us with no doubt that Vietnam did indeed invade 
Thailand, which is something that occurs frequently. They send in reconnaissance 
patrols and fire artillery, which has destroyed many houses. 


Concerning other country's views about the Kampuchean problem, Thailand's 
image is not too good. This may be because we are “weak in public relations." 
When something happens, little effort is made to make use of the incident 
to inform the world about Thailand's troubles or about the facts of 

the matter. Take the refugee matter, for example. Some countries have 
criticized Thailand for its “lack of humanitarianism.” But in fact, 

those same countries that have criticized Thailand hve themselves taken 
in only a handful of refugees. Australia, for example, has accepted 

only a few hundred refugees, but it has publicized this all over the 
world. Thailand, on the other hadn, has taken in tens of thousands of 
refugees every month from Vietnam, Kampuchea and Laos. But this fact 

has not been well publicized. Another worrisome problem is that in other 
countries at present, many mass media groups lean toward and agree with 
the idea that “it will not be possible to solve the Kampuchean problem 
as long as ASEAN's policy is used.” 


Australia is one of the countries that is trying to “stress” this idea. 
And it is known ' 









Kampuchean problem from the perspective of a white man in the southern 
hemisphere and in a circlular manner. Some people have even insinuated 
that “Australia’s attitude has made it more difficult to solve the problem 
in Kampuchea.” 


What 1S worrisome is that in pushing the idea that the “policies of 
Thailand and ASEAN cannot solve the Kampuchean problem,” an attempt 

is being made [to make people believe] that if these policies continue 

to be used, the problem will remain as it is, that is, neither side 

will be able to win. Concerning this idea, even though people like Son 
Sann and Sihanouk are in raptures, it is said that discussions are being 
held on switching from a “Khmer coalition” composed of the “Khmer Rouge- 
Sihanouk-Son Sann" to a coalition composed of “Heng Samrin-Sihanouk- 

Son Sann.” If this is the case, things will be even more complex, and 

it will be even more difficult to bring freedom to the Kampuchean people. 
From the standpoint of Thailand, because we are situated near a war 

zone, we will have to confront many problems, including the problem 

of refugees who flee across the border in large numbers whenever the 
bases of the Khmer factions are attacked. Thus, the defensive [measures] 
taken by Thailand will be out of line with [the ideas] of other countries. 
Even Thailand's “attitude” will be different from that of other countries 
that do not share a border [with Kampuchea]. 


But it is very important for Thailand to try to reach an understanding 
with these other countries. Allowing the mistaken notions of certain 
countries to destroy Thailand's image is very dangerous. 


Concerning Thailand's attitude, Air Chief Marshal Sitthi Sawetsila, 

the minister of foreign affairs, said that "Vietnam has charged that 
Thailand is supporting the Khmer coalition. But actually, countries 
throughout the world have been supporting the Khmer coalition for a 
long time. And we have the legal right to oppose colonialism. Countries 
have a duty to help countries that are in distress. How can we sit back 
and let them fight emptyhanded when Vietnamese troops, which are not 
troops of Heng Samrin, are using tanks to exterminate the Kampucheans?” 


From the standpoint of our foreign policy, no one doubts our ability 

to defend our sovereignty. No one is dispirited. But concerning carrying 
on public relations activities and publishing reports that show Thailand's 
needs and attitudes, which are things tha other countries must understand 
clearly, much more attention should be given to this. The role of this 
should be increased greatly. Ensuring that other countries have a correct 
perception of Thailand concerning the Kampuchean problem is still of 

great importance. 





THAILAND 


COLUMNIST URGES CONDITIONAL RECOGNITION OF PRK 
Bangkok BAN MUANG in Thai 1 Apr 84 p 5 
(Ta Mo Lo column: “Partition Kampuchea”|] 


[Text] I would like to summarize the reports about the Vietnamese troops 
in Kampuchea crossing the border and invading Thailand on 25 March. 


One battalion of Vietnamese troops crossed the border near the Phra 

Palai Pass in Kantharasak District, Sisaket Province, and drove 5 kilometers 
into Thailand. The [Thai] army tried to drive them out of Thailand. 

Fourty Vietnamese soldiers were taken prisoner, the bodies of five Vietnamese 
soldiers were found and a quantity of weapons was seized. 


The Ministry of foreign Affairs sent a letter of protest to the Vietnamese 
government through the United Nations. Vietnamese incursions are becoming 
so frequent that this is almost a normal event. These incursions are 

both unintentional, that is, they cross into Thailand in hot pursuit 

of Prince Sihanouk's Khmer government forces, and intentional, that 

is, they cross over deliberately, which was the case at the Phra Palai 
Pass in Sisaket Province. 


Concerning the fact that the number of intentional incursions is increasing, 
it seems as if the Vietnamese government is trying to provoke Thailand 

or to test us and gain experience. Each time Vietnamese forces cross 

into Thailand, the number of forces participating in the invasion increases. 


Each time this happens, property is destroyed and civilians are killed. 
Just as when a robber enters a house, the owner of the house is at a 
disadvantage. Besides this, the Vietnamese soldiers lack discipline. 
They frequently act like bandits, crossing the border to steal goods 
and food from the people living on the Thai side of the border. 


The action taken by the Vietnamese government violates Thailand's sovereignty. 
And it is causing loss of life and property and disrupting the normal 








The appeals made by the Thai government to the United Nations have not 
succeeded in putting a stop to Vietnam's actions. Because more and more, 
the United Nations is becoming a “paper tiger.” 


China, which 1s on the same side as Thailand and ASEAN concerning the 
matter of Vietnamese troops being in Kampuchea, is not sincere about 
solving the problem. It seems as if China will be satisfied if Vietnam 
limits its role to Kampuchea. This has made Thailand feel that it is 

all alone. Even though ASEAN is an ally, it provides just “moral support." 
Just the opposite is true for Vietnam, which receives much financial and 
weapons support from its great power backer, Russia. 


Vietnamese troops have been in Kampuchea for a long time. Vietnam has 

the advantage; the longer it stays in Kampuchea, the more it “profits.” 
Vietnam has taken possession of the resources in Kampuchea and is consuming 
those resources. At the same time, its military power is increasing. 
Because aS loug as Vietnamese troops remain the Kampuchea, Russia will 

have to continue providing Vietnam with money and weapons. 


Thailand, which is the frontline country facing Vietnam's invasion, 

is at a disadvantage both economically and militarily. Thailand has 

to purchase all its weapons. The Thai people who live along the border 
cannot earn a living as usual, and the government has to bear the burden 
of supporting the Kampuchean refugees. The more porlonged the problem 

in Kampuchea, the greater the disadvantage suffered by Thailand. Thailand 
must reverse this situation as quickly as possible. Even if it does 

not have the advantage, it must not be placed at a disadvantage. 





The Kampuchean-Thailand-Vietnam problem is not a new problem. If we 

study history, ever since the Ayuthaya period, Thailand has had confronta- 
tions with Vietnam in Kampuchea. Kampuchea was divided and controlled 

by Vietnam once before. 


As for the present Kampuchea problem, this is a three-way problem between 
Kampuchea, Thailand and Vietnam. It is quite possible that the tension 
could be relaxed. The Vietnamese and Heng Samrin troops would have to 
withdraw at least 25 kilometers from the Thai border. Naturally, something 
wuld have to be given in return to satisfy Vietnam. What could be given 

in return is recognizing the Heng Samrin government in Phnom Penh. 


Recognizing both the Heng Samrin government, which is backed by Vietnam, 
and the government of Prince Sihanouk, which ASEAN supports, would be 

a new path. But it would not be a new theory. This would be one way 

to reduce the tension and put an end to tne “confrontation” between 
Thailand and Vietnam. 









As for what agreement the Henc 





THAILAND 


THAHAN PHRAN IRREGULAR COMMAND TO BE UPGRADED 
Bangkok MATUPHUM in Thai 12 Apr 84 pp 1, 16 
[Article: “Army Upgrades Thanhan Phran Irregulars to Headquarters” |] 


[Text] Preparations are being made to upgrade the thahan phran irregulars 
to a headquarters that will be equivalent to an army area. A lieutenant 
general wili be in command and it will be directly subordinate to the 
army. The rank of unit commanders will be raised to major general. There 
are legal and budgetary obstacles. 


A news report from the army has informed MATUPHUM that at the end of 

last year, senior army officers discussed establishing a Thahan Phran 
Iregular Headquarters. This headquarters will be commanded by a lieutenant 
general and will be directly subordinate to the army just like the Special 
Warfare Command. 


The report said that besides discussing this thahan phran irregular 
unit, which will be equivalent to an army area, |these officers] also 
discussed making the thahan phran irregular volunteers regular soldiers 
within the army. 


No decision has been reached on these matters. It is thought that another 
meeting will be held soon. Concerning this idea, one of the problems 

is that this would require a large budget. Besides this, there are also 
legal problems. Originally, the thahan phran irregulars were organized 

as an unconventicnal combat unit in the form of a special paramilitary 
volunteer unit. If these men are made part of the regular army, things 
must be done in accord with the new laws. Besides that, to establish 

just the framework of a thahan phran irregular heqdquarters that relies 
on regular soldiers, it will take almost 3 years to obtain permission 

in proper sequence. 


The news repoert said that concerning the plan to upgrade the thahan 
phran irregulars, at present, action is being taken continually. In 


April, the army will raise the rank of commander of a thahan phran irregular 


36 





regiment from lieutent colonel to colonel. General Athit Kamlangek, 

the RTA CINC, will issue the order. This will result in the rank of 

the commanders of the thahan phran irregular special activities units 
of the army areas being upgraded from special colonel to major general. 
It is thought that it will be possible to do this in fiscal year 1985. 


As for why the army is beginning to attach importance to the thahan 

phran irregulars, this is because it knows that the Special Warfare 
Command is a combat unit that has been readied for waging war outside 

the country. The ordinary regular forces, on the other hand, are directly 
responsible for defending the country against enemies from outside the 
country. 


Thus, the task of combating terrorism and war within the country is the 
direct responsibility of the thahan phran irregulars. At present, the 
total strength of the thahan phran irregulars is 37 thahan phran irregular 
regiments, or 14,000 men. They are under the command of the special 
activities units of the army areas and the army's Thahan Phran Irregular 
Special Activities Unit, which can conduct operations throughout the 
country. 
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THAILAND 


CPT LEADERS PROFILED 
Bangkok MATUPHUM in Thai 13 Apr 84 pp l, 2 
{Article: “Profile of Three Members of the CPT Central Committee") 


[Text] Recently, Lieutenant General Chawalit Yongchaiyut,the deputy 
chief of staff of the army, talked about three senior members of the 
Communist Party of Thailand. He said that they are presently hiding 

in Bangkok and are planning to surrender to officials. These three are 
Mr Thong Chaemsi, Mr Prasit Taphienthong and Mr Winai Phoemphunsap. 

A report states that all three are members of the Central Committee 

of the CPT. 


Thong Chaemsi 


Within the party, Thong Chaemsi is called Thawon Wongsuma, Daeng Tham, 
or Din. He is 61 years old. He completed the first year of secondary 
school. His wife's name is Luon. A report states that his mother was 
a Vietnamese woman named Yo, whom he frequently went to visit. 


He began engaging in political activities and organized laborers at 
various factories in the central region in 1942, which is the year that 
the CPT was founded. After that, he went and carried on mass activities 
in the northeast. Then in 1952 at the Second [Party] Congress, he was 
elected to the Central Committee and the Political Bureau. He went and 
Studied at the Marxist-Lenisist Institute in Peking and then returned 
to carry on operations in the northeast again. 


At the Third Party Congress in 1961, he was again elected to the Central 
Committee and the Political Bureau. Then in 1967 he was arrested on 
charges of engaging in communist activities. The court sentenced him 

to 8 years in prison. He was freed on 29 January 1973. After the events 
of 6 October 1976 when many students fled into the jungle, he was put 

in charge of operations in Nan Province. And in 1979, there were reports 
that he had been appointed acting secretary-general of the party in 
place of Mr Charoen Wannangam, or Mit Samanan, who had died. Then at 

the Fourth Party Congress in 1982, he was appointed secretary-general 

of the party. 
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Prasit Taphienthong 


His alias is Sing, Dam or Sin Takhe [squint-eyed] (since he squints 
in one eye). He was born in Bangkok. He is about 60 years old. His wife's 
name is Prathum. 


He joined the CPT in 1945 and was elected to the Central Committee at 

the Second Party Congress. After that, he went and studied at the Marxist- 
Leninist Institute in Peking. In 1957 he became active among laborers 

in Bangkok and Thonburi. He later became secretary-general and was respon- 
Sible for the United Patriotic Front, the independence movement and 

the party units composed of government officials, teachers, students, 
police officials and soldiers. 


He was elected to the party Central Committee and Political Bureau at 
the Third Party Congress in 1961. In 1963 he fled in the wake of the 
major eradication campaign launched by government officials and went 
to carry on operations in Ubon Ratchathani Province. He took part in 
the expanded Politburo conference in Dong Luang Subdistrict, Na Kae District, 
Nakhon Phanom Province, before the first shots were fired there on 7 August 1964. 


In 1966 he was appointed director of People's Anti-American School 32 

at Sai Lo in Laos. He returned to Thailand and carried on operations 

in the north using the name "Sing." In 1976 there were reports that 

he was active in the north. The next year, there were reports that he 

was the party's representative in making contact with Hanoi and Vientiane. 
In 1978 he was the head of Section 20, which was the party's unit that 
dealt with theory. The latest reports state that at the Fourth Party 
Congress in 1982, he was again appointed to the Central Committee. 


Vinai Phoemphunsap 


His aliases are Chit and Arun. He is around 52 years old. He graduated 
from Thammasat University. He became a deputy district officer in Lopburi 
Province in 1959, resigning in 1961. 


He became active in the CPT in 1957. After resigning from government 
service, he began carrying on activities in the jungle. Then in 1967 

he was appointed secretary-general of the Lower Northeastern Committee. 
He was appointed to the Central Committee for the first time at the Fourth 
Party Congress in 1982. In 1983 he was made the secretary-general of 

the northeastern branch of the Central Adminstrative Committee and made 
responsible for activities in the lower northeast. 


A news report states that he was able to get along with most of the 
students. After the Fourth Party Congress, the CPT passed a resolution 

to unite the upper and lower regions of the northeast. He was made 
responsible for this region in place of Prachuap Ruongrat, who was very 

old. Besides this, he was the ideological representative of the northeastern 








faction, which was in conflict with the central, northern and southern 
factions. It reached the point where he proposed that Virat Angkhathawon, 
a member of the Central Committee who has a leading role in the CPT, 
convene the Fifth Party Congress. But this was rejected and so he fled 
to Bangkok. 


A report states that he is secretely coordinating things with Prasoet 
Sapsunthon and certain military officers. Besides this, he still has 
ties to certain Soviet officials. 
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THAILAND 


FURTHER REPORTAGE ON UBON BRIDGE SABOTAGE 
Bangkok MATUPHUM In Thai 13 Apr 84 pp 1, 16 


[Article: "Flash! Pro-Vietnamese Communists Sabotage Bridges In Two 
Districts In Ubon; Thailand Charged Wtih Supporting the Khmer Coalition"] 


[Text] Flash! Two bridges in two districts in Ubon Ratchathani Province 

were sabotaged on the same night. Leaflets written in Thai and Cambodian 

were found. [They stated that] Thailand must not help the Khmer coalition. 
Border Patrol Police said that this was the work of pro-Vietnamese communists. 
This was the first act of sabotage committed in Thailand by the Green 

Star group. This was in retaliation for Thai operations in Sisaket. 


Ministry of Interior, 12 April: Mr Charoensuk Silsphan, the governor 

of Ubon Ratchathani Province, sent a report to the Ministry of Interior 
Stating that at 0040 hours, the bridge across the Luang river in Ban 

Kaeng Luang Subdistrict, Na Chaluai District was sabotaged. The explosion 
ripped a 3-meter hole in the bridge surface and the piers and supports 

were cracked. Propaganda leaflets were found in the area. The initial 
assumption was that this was the work of pro-Vietnamese communist terrorists. 


Mr Charoensuk also sent another report stating that a similar act of 
Sabotage was carried out at Ban Kut Chiang in Khong Pradit Subdistrict, 
Nam Yun District. It 1S assumed that the same group that sabotaged the 
bridge across the Luang River committed this act of sabotage against 
the Lam Khomyai Bridge. There was an explosion at 0125 hours on the 
same day. The explosion blew a 2.5-meter hole in the bridge surface 

and there is a wide crack at the end of the bridge. 


The governor of Ubon Ratchathani Province also reported that at present, 

he has ordered Mr Wira Khachonbun, the deputy provincial governor, provincial 
public works officials, provincial rural accelerated development officials, 
officials from the provincial Internal Security Operations Command, 

the provincial police superintendent and border patrol police to investigate 
this and repair the bridges. 











Police Colonel Somnuk Phonsit, the deputy commander of the Region 2 

BPP told MATUPHUM that based on unofficial reports, the saboteurs left 
behind about 300-400 leaflets in Thai and Cambodian. In summary, the 
leaflets said that this action was taken because they don't want Thailand 
to support the Khmer coalition. 


As for the identity of those who committed this sabotage, Police Colonel 
Somnuk said that it is assumed that one of four groups was responsible: 
1. The pro-Vietnamese Communist Party of Thailand, which did this in 
retaliation for the recent military operations conducted by Thailand 

in Sisaket Province. 2. These acts may have been committed by the old 
CPT, which wants to start a national war. 3. These acts may have been 
committed by Vietnamese sappers. 4. They may have been committed by 

some group that wants to create a complex situation for Thailand so 

that Thailand harbors ill will against Vietnam. 


Concerning these assumptions, the deputy commander of the Region 2 BPP 

said that this was most likely the work of pro-Vietnamese communists 

Since Ubon Ratchathani Province borders two other countries. Bsed on 

the reports and assuming that pro-Vietnamese communists, whom we refer 

to as Green Stars, were responsible, this group has been active in the 

upper northeast since the end of 1982. It has engaged in gathering 
intelligence and in contacting activists in order to carry on mass activities. 


The deputy commander of the Region 2 BPP said that these pro-Vietnamese 
communists are based in Laos and have training points throughout the 

Huai Sai area just north of Savannakhet, with Laos and Vietnam overseeing 
things. 


These acts of sabotage were the first acts of terrorism committed in 
Thailand by this pro-Vietnamese communist group. Besides this, this 

was the first time that they carried on operations in the lower northeast. 
However, for officials there, the operations of this group are no cause 
for alarm. Because by committing acts of sabotage, they have shown that 
they are not yet capable of carrying on operations using military forces. 


Mr Charoensuk told MATUPH i _ ° the two bridges that were sabotaged 
are still in use since the 3”. .1.0n hit was the lower end of the bridge, 
and it was just cracked. At present, the province has entrusted the 
construction department with the task of estimating the damage. 


"As for the leaflets, they said that Thailand must not help the Khmer 
coalition. We have sent the leaflets to our Superiors,” said Mr Charoensuk 
in response to a question. 


When asked which group he though was responsible, Mr Charoensuk said 

that it was initially supposed that this was the work of : 1. Remnant 
communist terrorists who may be pro-Vietnamese [or] 2. forces from outside 
the country. Both of these assumptions are linked to outside countries. 





And if this is true, it shows that infiltrators have been sent into 
the country. The place where this took place is only 10 kilometers fron 
the border. 


Mr Charoersuk also said that this was definitely not the work of a right- 
wing Lao group. 
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THAILAND 


RTN TO BUY SUBMARINES, U.S. EQUIPMENT CALLED ‘OLD’ 
Bangkok MATUPHUM in Thai 14 Apr 84 pp 1, 16 


{Article: “RTN Spends Money to Purchase Ships and Missiles to Deal with 
the Vietnamese” |] 


[Text] The navy is increasing its power in order to deal with the Vietnamese 
at sea. It has used 30 percent of its budget to purchase submarines. 

Admiral Praphat Chanthawirat, the RTN CINC, talked with reporters about 

the navy's great potential, saying that weapons will be purchased to 
increase efficiency. This will be done by negotiating [to purchase] 
anti-submarine torpedoes and missiles. But they will not be purchased 

from the United States since the United States has old ships such as 

old Sisperro ships. It is now developing new types, but it will not 

sell them to Thailand. Thus, the navy is trying to find other types 

of missiles that have similar capabilities and that cost about the same. 


The RTN CINC said that the navy has made plans to increase its capabilities. 
Approximately 30 percent of the navy's total budget, that ic, approximately 
2 billion baht, will be used to purchase torpedoes and missiles. Besides 
this, a program to build large landing craft will get underway this 

year. Bids have already been tendered, and which company got the contract 
will be known very soon. This depends on both price and quality. 


As for purchasing minesweepers at a cost of 500 million baht, at present, 
those [companies] with a chance of being selected are being asked to 

furnish additional details. By the middle of this month, it will be possible 
to receive recommendations from the company selected. Because the navy 

fights with weapons. If its weapons aren't modern, it can't fight. Concerning 
increasing our capabilities, we have to keep pace with the other services. 


As for the ships presently in use, the RTN CINC said that we must keep 
pace with the other services. At present, we have nine attack launches 
and two corvets. More are being purchased form Australia. These will 
be purchased on installment after paying a down payment. As for how 
much money is spent on combat items, this depends on the size of this 
year's budget. 





When asked whether warships would be used to eradicate the Vietnamese, 
Admiral Praphat said that this will be done if there are transport ships 
{rua phon]. Once the ships are built, the Vietnamese will be eradicated. 

But there probably won't be any retaliation. He also said that in purchasing 
these ships,the matter of what size submarine would be most suitable 

is being discussed since our part of the Gulf of Thailand is too shallow 

for large submarines. Thus, we should have smaller submarines. But this 

does not mean that the producing countries don‘t build small submarines 

in addition to the large ones. “We have a great need for submarines 

Since this 1S an underwater weapon that cannot be seen.” 
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THAILAND 


COMMERCIAL JOURNAL PRAISES USSR TRADE TIES 
Bangkok KHAO CHATURAT in Thai 21 Apr 84 p 3 
[Leaflet column: “Big Children"”] 


[Text] The Thai prime minister has gone on a trip to Europe and the 
United States accompanied by both government officials and people from 
the private sector. The purpose of this trip is to find a way to increase 
Thai exports. This is the first time that East European countries, which 
are socialist countries, have been included on the itinerary in addition 
to West European and North American countries. 


Concerning opening markets for Thai goods in Eastern Europe, this is 
a good sign that the Thai government, which is usually slower that the 
private sector in understanding the realities of international trade, 
has recognized that in international trade, there are no such words 

as “political systen” or “partiality.” Everything depends on seller- 
buyer satisfaction. If we don't sell the goods, some other merchant 
will sell goods to those countries, especially the socialist countries, 
that we don't wish to trade with. 


It is worth noting that the fighting stance taken by the Thai government 
first became evident when the U.S. government got excited when the Soviet 
Union invaded Afganistan. The United States tried to get its allies 

to stop trading with the Soviet Union. Thailand had begun trading with 

the Soviet Union on a steady basis. When such pressure was applied, Thailand 
did not reduce its trade but instead tried to preserve its grain markets 

in the Soviet Union. 


The same thing happened again just recently when political pressure 

was again applied after Soviet military forces shot down a Korean airlines 
aircraft within Soviet territory. Again, political pressure was applied 
concerning trade between U.S. allies and the Soviet Union. 


At the time that this took place, a Soviet trade delegation was on its 
way to Thailand to negotiate next year's trade targets between the two 
countries. People in grain trade circies were afraid that the Thai government 
would cancel the trip by that trade delegation. But the Thai government 








played the “game” and issued a statement condemning the Soviet Union 

in accord with the international political current at that time. But 

at the same time, it quietly welcomed the Soviet trade delegation to 
Thailand, and the negotiations proceeded well. No reports were issued 
about this so as not to “ruffle the feathers” of the United States (which 
did not cut back on its trade with the Soviet Union either). 


The clear goal of the government now is to expand exports. Expanding 
exports means selling as many Thai goods abroad as possible regardless 

of the country involved. This official visit to East Europe by the prime 
minister and his group is a good sign that the Thai government is becoming 
an “adult” in international trade circles. 
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THAILAND 


KACHIN ALLIES OF KARENS ARRESTED IN CHIANG MAI 
Bangkok MATICHON in Thai 11 Apr 84 pp 1, 16 


{[Article: “Fang Police Arrest Kachin Captain Who Was Sending a Radio 
Transmission” |} 


[Text] Police in Fang District, Chiang Mai Province, overran an illegal radio 
station and arrested a Kachin captain and three of his men. 


A reporter in Chiang Mai Province reported that at 1230 hours on 9 April, 
Police Lieutenant Colonel Amnuai Siyadet, the chief inspector at the 
provncial police station in Fang District, together with Police Captain 
Prathip Ketsali, the head of the special operations unit, and 70 other 
armed police officials, surrounded the ridge of a hill near Sapapha 
Plantation No 264, Village 6, Sidongyen Subdistrict, Fang District, 
which is a plantation that belongs to Mr Suphat Sapapha. The police 
split into two groups and went and inspected this plantation since they 
had received a report that radio transmissions were being broadcast 

from this area. 


The police officials learned that Mr Wichit Watraphon, age 54, was the 
caretaken of this plantation. At the small hut, they found an ICOM 370 

radio transmitter-receiver along with an antenna and other radio transmitting 
equipment. When the police went in to make the search, they found a 

man, who was later identified as Captain Soi Chabu, age 54, a Kachin, 

sending a radio transmission. Thus, he was arrested and the evidence 

seized. 


When they searched the Thai-style hut, which belonged to Mr Suphat, 
they found a 5-shot folding-type shotgun with ammunition, a .357 caliber 
pistol, notebooks in Thai and English and a typewriter, all of which 
were seized. Besides that, they arrested three Kachin plantation workers, 
Mr Khun Phung, age 32, Mr Lao Khong, age 23 and Mr Pok Cha, age 18. 


The police arrested these Kachins and charged them with entering the 
country illegally. Captain Soi was arrested on charges of setting up 
a radio transmitter without permission. 





From the initial investigation, it was learned that this radio transmitter 
was used to send reports on the fighting between Karen forces and Burmese 
government troops. [This operation] was under the command of Colonel 

Song Saeng, a Kachin officer who split away from the Burmese government 
and joined with General Bo Mya. 


Police Lieutenant Colonel Amnuai revealed that ever since he was first 
made the chief inspector at the provincial police station in Fang District, 
villagers living in that vicinity have told him that illegal radio 
transmissions in English have been made in that subdistrict. Thus, he 
constantly investigated this matter until he was sure, which is when 

he went and made the arrest. 
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THAILAND 


STRUCTURAL PROBLEMS OF FINANCE COMPANIES VIEWED 
Bangkok PATINYA in Thai 9 Apr 84 pp 25,26 


[Article: “Solving the Problem of Trust Failures, Like Trying to Keep 
Crabs In a Basket") 


[Text] Becasue the government has not permitted additional commercial 
banks to be opened and because these large business groups have wanted 
to expand their economic base, in just the past few years, many financial 
businesses in the form of finance and securities companies and credit 
foncier, or trust, companies have been established. These companies 
have grown very rapidly and, therefore, the government (which already 
lacks stability) has lacked good control measures. Thus, the problems 
that have resulted concern [financial] position and administration. 
Some of the trusts have gone bankrupt while others are on the brink 

of going bankrupt and lack liquidity. Thus, people in general, that is, 
those who use these services, lack definite guarantees, and they do 

not have confidence in these businesses. 


It has been learned that since the end of last year, the trusts have 
fallen into a very bad position and lack liquidity. The reasons for 
this are lack of good administration and improper use of funds. Because 
of these problems, cash outflow has exceeded cash inflow. This has led 
to trusts going bankrupt. However, this has stemmed mainly from social- 
psychological problems. This can be seen from the failure of finance 
companies in the “Tuk Dam" [black building] syndicate such as the Equity 
Development Finance company, the Yaowarat Finance Company, the Yaowarat 
Credit Fonci: c Company, the Thai House and Land Finance and Securities 
Company and the Thai House and Land Credit Foncier Company. The failure 
of these companies shook the trusts, and generated a lack of liquidity. 
Depositors became worried, and they lacked confidence. They rushed to 
withdraw their money even though the national bank said that they could 
not wathdraw their money since the stipulated term was not up. This 
slowed things down for the moment. But when the term was up, they began 
withdrawing their money, and this resulted in the collapse of these 


companies. 








When this crisis arose in trust circles, the government tried to provide 
support by setting up a the Krung Thai liquidity fund, or Thai Financial 
Syndicate (with all the commercial banks required to deposit an amount 
of money in the fund--or “put money in the bowl,” in the language of 

the common people--based on their share of deposits, that is, the commercial 
banks were to become sharehoiders). The fund totalled approximatley 

5.5 billion baht. Money from the fund was to be used [to help] finance 
companies that had liquidity problems. The companies would put up their 
assets as collateral. But at present, the fund is about depleted since 
money has just flowed out with none coming in. And it can be observed 
that at present, there are rumors that many more finance and credit 
foncier companies, such as the Saha Thai Finance Company , the Equity 
Commerce Finance Company and the Siam Equity Finance Company, are in 
great trouble. 


In the face of this,the government is standing firm based on the original 
principle of making loans based on two conditions. First, for finance 
companies that are in serious trouble and that have to cease operations, 
the Thai Financial Syndicate, or the Krung Thai liquidity fund, will 
issue exchange notes. Concerning these exchange notes, the principal 

will be repaid within 10 years without interest. That is, the Thai Financial 
Syndicate will borrow an amount of money from the national bank that 

is equal to the promissory notes issued by the finance companies that 
are in trouble. The Thai Financial Syndicate will use this money to 

buy government bonds from the national bank in order to earn interest 
that can be used to repay the notes. Second, in the case of those finance 
companies that have problems but that are still in business and that 

will be able to recover, the Savings Bank will provide help. 


Based on this, looking at the situation, it can be seen that there will 
never be an end to making loans since the amount of money used to make 

the loans is insufficient. This can be compared to a person with a perforated 
intestine who passes blood in his stools. Thus, the blood that he is 
given and the blood that he loses are not in balance. If the hole is 

not closed, the blood that he is given will never be enough, and he 

will never recover. Dr Chinawut Sunthonsima, an economics expert with 

the United Nations talked with PATINYA about how to solve this problem. 

He said that “concerning that 5 billion baht, instead of just giving 
money, another method should be used, too. The method used by commercial 
banks should be used. That is, when someone engaged in a business venture 
takes a loan, he is given only part of the money. Another part is kept 

as collateral. If his business fails, the bank acts as the guarantor. 

The assets are held by the bank, which then makes the collateral funds 
available (except for loan money or drafts in excess of the account), 

or AVAL as it is called. That is, if someone holds a note that is insured 
by the bank, he can rest assured that it is not just a worthless piece 

of paper.” 
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Comparing this collateral with the assets, it can be seen that it is 

greater than the amount of the loan since the bank doesn't have to lose 

any money, unless it has stood collateral for a bad person or the business 
venture fails completely and it has to use the money. But generally, 

the bank doesn't have to use this money. Concerning the Krung Thai liquidity 
fund, or the Thai Financial Syndicate, another method would be to allow 

it to serve as guarantor, or the one that issues AVAL or notes, in addition 
to having it make loans. 


Besides this, Dr Chinawut also told PATINYA that “this fund (the Krung 

Thai liquidity fund) will be developed. That is, it will be turned into 

an institution. At presnet, it uses money obtained from the commercial 
banks. But in the future, the finance companies or trusts will be given 

a chance to put money into the fund. They will be required to do this, 

or they will be given a chance to purchase shares. Thus, the finance 
companies will all become members of the fund. The fund will have money 

and will be able to serve as guarantor for the finance companies. It 

will serve as the middleman established by the private sector and will 

play a role in supervising things. Because once the fund becomes a guarantor 
and makes loans, it will be responsible for supervising things, just 

as the commercial banks supervise their customers to see whether their 
customers are engaged in good projects. They cannot ignore things. Similarly, 
the fund will play the role of supervisor. That is, they will supervise 
themselves." 


From the problems concerning the finance and credit foncier companies 

as discussed above, it can be seen that even though the government has 
had the national bank take control, the situation will not improve since 
the action taken is like “putting a crab in a pail.” Thus, it will be 
difficult to solve the problems in thiS business sector. Besides this, 
there is opposition from many groups since they feel that this will not 
solve the problems. But if the government reviews its policy on solving 
the problem by turning the Krung Thai liquidity fund into a central 
institution of the private sector, the government will find itself in 

a much better position since it will no longer have to get involved 

in “putting crabs in a pail.” The national bank will supervise things 
from the outside. And the depositors will be happy since they will have 
guarantees and greater confidence. This will make it possible to mobilize 
more savings since the people will have confidence in the finance companies. 
And it will be possible to use the people's savings in developing the 
country’s economy. 
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THAILAND 


COLUMNIST CRITICIZES BORROWING FOR WEAPONS PURCHASES 
Bangkok CHAT ATHIPATAI in Thai 15 Apr 84 p 24 


[Nui Bangkhunthien column: "The Danger of Borrowing Money For National 
Defense” |] 


[Text] Borrowing from abroad means borrowing resources from some other 
country with the restriction that our resources must be turned over 

to them in the future. Thus, borrowing money is tantamount to taking 
resources earmarked for use in the future and using them now. If we 

have an excess of resources, this is no problem. But if our resources 
are limited, we must consider carefully whether borrowing money is worth 
the cost involved. 


Concerning borrowing money for national defense, Dr Prani Thinkon pointed 
out that at first, the Thai government borrowed only for economic and 
social purposes. But then in 1975 it began borrowing for national defense 
purposes. It began by borrowing $8 million. The amount grew continually, 
and by 1983 Thailand had borrowed $1,133.9 million for this. In baht, 
this amounts to 26 billion baht. 


Initially, there was a regulation stating that loans for military activities 
could not exceed 20 billion baht. When excessive amounts were borrowed, 

the government looked for a loophole by promulgating the 1976 Act on 
Borrowing Money for National Defense” and the 1981 act “giving the Ministry 
of Defense the power to borrow money from abroad for purchasing military 
equipment.” 


The ceiling on loans was raised, with loans not to exceed 10 percent 

of the annual expenditure budget. AS a result of raising the ceiling 

on loans, we have had to pay huge amounts in interest. Because international 
finance institutions such as the World Bank and the Asian Development 

Bank do not feel that loans for military activities bring worthwhile 
results. They are like loans for consumption. And so they don't make 

such loans to countries. 
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Since the international finance institutions, which have the best loan 
terms, have closed the door, the Thai government has had to turn to 
private finance institutions, which set terms that will yield them a 
profit. Thus, interest rates are high. 


In 1977, we paid $600,000 in interest on loans for national defense. 

This was equal to 2.4 percent of all interest paid by the government 

on loans. But in 1981, the interest on such loans shot up to $98 million, 
which is almost 2 billion baht. This equalled 56 percent of total interest 
paid on all loans. 


What is strangeis that since 1982, the Bank of Thailand has stopped 
publishing data about this. Thus, we don't know how much interest was 
paid in 1982 and 1983. 


As for why the amount of money borrowed for military activities has 
increased so rapidly, besides the fact that the government raised the 
loan ceiling, it has included this with loans for economic and social 
development. Thus, the competition for limited resources can be seen 
clearly. 


As for government sectors in general, when they need loans, they have 

to present their project to the Office of the Economic and Social Development 
Board for inclusion in the plan. This is then presented to the Ministry 

of Finance and to the Foreign Debt Policy Commission. These steps must 

be followed in order to determine whether a loan will bring worthwhile 
results. 


But loans for national defense purposes are outside this regulation. 
Because it concerns security, it is not possible to calculate the exact 
rate of return. 


"Not even economists can set a value on security. Even if we agree with 

the need for security, this does not meas that the government has the 

right to spend money extravagently for this. The national defense budget 
has been rising steadily. In 1984, it was set at 38 billion baht. But 

the budget for economic activities was reduced. The budget for servicing 
foreign loans has increased. In Thailand, there are many children who 
don't get enough to eat, who are illiterate and who have to go to work 

at the age when they should be in school. These children [will grow 

up] to be adults who have the ability to build social and economic security 
for the country if they are given a chance to use the nation's resources 

to develop themselves. But who will allot the resources to them since 
these children and the poor people in the rural areas are without political 
power?" This is the view of Dr Prani Thinkon. 


What must be given careful thought is the form of war in this new age. 
What will determine who wins and who loses--weapons or economic security 


and stability? 
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THAILAND 


BANKS, TRUSTS DEALINGS EXAMINED 
Bangkok LAK THAI in Thai 5 Apr 84 pp 28, 29 
{[Article: “Trust Failures Spreading to Banks"] 


[Text] For more than 3 months now, since the crisis involving the finance 
companies at the end of the fourth quarter of last year, the Ministry 

of Finance and the national bank have been busy stipulating measures. 
Measures have quickly been implemented and securities regulations and 

acts have been promulgated without having to secure approval from parliament, 
with people claiming that this is an urgent matter that requires swift 
action. Otherwise, this could pose a danger to the economic security 

and financial system of the country. But to date, there is no sign that 

the turmoil will subside any time soon. 


Because it was announced that two companies would be controlled and 

five others closed. One the average, about one finance company a month 
has gone bankrupt. At present, many more are on the brink of failure 
while there is hardly any money left in the liquidity fund. A report 

has confirmed that the business group of Mr Sura Chantharasichawala 
alone has borrowed 1 billion baht from the 5 billion baht fund. This 
group has been able to do this because it owns much land, which it has 
put up as collateral. Also, he is close to Mr Camchai Khamphato, a member 
of the Board of Directors of Krung Thai Bank. Thus, while other trusts 
are “dying,” Mr Sura has plenty of money. He seems determined to become 
the majority shareholder in the Laem Thong Bank by buying up as many 
shares as he can. At the same time, he may just be bold enough to file 
charges against old officials of the Lam Thong Bank even though he knows 
that if he does so, he will be asked to pay his debts. But Mr Sura has 

a way out since he has a firm financial position, as is well known. 


When the matter involving’ the Krung Thai Bank hit the front pages 

of the newspapers, with the press reporting that 3 billion baht had 

been loaned in the name of the Krung Thai Bank and in the name of the 
Sakon Finance Company, which is a trust company within the financial 
syndicate of the Krung Thai Bank, besides Mr Damchai, the person in 
trouble because of this was Mr Phanat Simasathien, the undersecretary 

of the Ministry of Finance, in his position as the chairman of the Board 
of Directors of the Krung Thai Bank. The efforts last week to explain 
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this matter did little to dispel the idea that the Krung Thai Bank had 

in fact done what the newspaper reports said. Because people in financial 
circles are well aware of what is going on. Even Mr Sommai Huntrakun, 

the minister of finance, said that “I have heard that, too " when talking 
to reporters about the Krung Thai Bank making an unusually large loan 

to the business group of Mr Sura. 


At about the same time, the Ministry of Finance announced that it had 
placed two more finance and securities companies, the Siam Equity Finance 
and Securities Company and the Equity Commerce Finance and Securities 
Company, under control in order to stop the reports about the Krung Thai 
Bank. Actually, placing these two trusts under control is just a legal 

step since it is well known that the national bank conducted an audit 

and that these companies stopped taking deposits from or making loans 

to customers several months ago. The Ministry of Finance appointed officials 
to take part in the audit. 


In accord with this legal step, about 3 months ago, the Ministry of 

Finance ordered that two credit foncier companies of Mr Suphot Detchasakunthon 
be placed under control. To date, nothing has been said about whether 

they will be allowed to continue operating or whether their licenses 

will be revoked. If their licenses are revoked, this will have to be 
announced, and this would cause another stampede by depositors. 


If the announcements are not made simultaneously, this will generate 
great excitement twice. As for the two companies that have been placed 
under control, the next step will be of a similar nature. If no one 

can be found to take over operations, their licenses will have to be 
revoked. And this does not include the Saha Thai Finance and Securities 
Company, which is waiting to see what happens in the contest between 

the two parties, that is, the Laem Thong Bank and Mr Sura Chantharasichalawa, 
that have volunteered to solve the problem. If the Laem Thong Bank cannot 
sell new shares, the Laem Thong Bank may not have enough money to support 
the Saha Thai Finance and Securities Company as stated in its petition 

to the court. 


As for those who hold promissory notes of the five companies whose licenses 
were withdrawn, to date, they have not been given a chance to exchange 
their noteswith the Thai Finance Syndicate since the national bank is 

now checking the documents. Also, the structure of the synidcate is 

being changed so that it can handle the increased business as a result 

of taking over the promissory notes of the five companies that have 

gone out of business. 


Parliament will convene in May. The Ministry of Finance will have to 
propose a resolution to revise the Finance Activities Act in order to 
obtain parliament's approval. But if the situation stays in such turmoil, 
what will Mr Sommai Huntrakun, the minister of finance, tell purliament, 
or even the cabinet? Because he once claimed that it wasn't necessary 


to establish a deposit insurance corporation since the existing measures 
could solve the problems. 
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A person in financial circles has confirmed that after April, if the 
Ministry of Finance does not implement additional measures to put a 

stop to the turmoil that the finance companies are in, many more companies 
that are administered honestly but that do not have the support of banks 
will fail in turn. This will happen unless the commercial banks take 

over or purchase their activities. At present, the Thai Metropolitan 

Bank of the Mahadamrongkun family is looking for trusts that it can 

take over since it has already had marathon talks with the Bangkok Ratsadon 
Group and the group of Mr Chawalit Lophaibun. 


Even though a 5-billion baht fund has been set up to increase liquidity, 
at present, the Ministry of Finance has made preparations to have the 
Savings Bank, which is backed by the government, help solve the trust 
problem, too. In the case of the Equity Commerce Finance Company, a 
notice was issued ordering the Savings Bank *o purchase a majority of 
the shares in the company. But Mr Sommai sa)d that the Savings Bank 
should not purhcase shares in the form of a long-term investment. Rather, 
it should make purhcases on a short-term basis in order to solve the 
problems. Once the company is again in a secure position, the Savings 
Bank should remove itself. 


Concerning the image of the state's bank, the image of the Krung Thai 
Bank was tarnished when the court ordered the seizure of assets. And 
its reputation was further damaged when reports were published stating 
that it was involved with Mr Sura Chantharasichanwala, a businessman 
who is viewed as a person who has not done anything for the trading 
system except act as a trading agent who buys at a low price and sells 
at a high price. As for the Housing Bank, which is another state bank, 
its image has deteriorated ever since a new manager was brought in, 
that is, Mr Manasak Intharakomansut. After that, the Ministry of Finance 
had to ask the national bank to loan the Housing Bank 1 billion baht 

in order to solve its fianncial problems quickly. At the same time, 

it temporarily had to stop making loans because of a shortage of money. 
But no legal action was taken to find and punish the person responsible 
for the damage done to the bank. 


Now, if the youngest bank, that is, the Savings Bank, is involved in 
these finance activities, great care should be exercised since Thailand 
may not have any financial institutions left that the people can trust. 
If the people in a country lose their faith in the financial institutions 
and are unwilling to deposit their money in these institutions, that 
country will experience a disaster since it will soon lack money to 
develop the country. 
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CARTOON SPOOFS THAI PROTECTION OF CGDK, KARENS 
Bangkok LAK THAI in Thai 5 Apr 84 p il 


[Cartoon] 





THAILAND 





[Text] Key: 1. Can't sleep. 
. Khmer Serei refugees 
. Karen refugees 
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THAILAND 


BRIEFS 


FOREIGN AID IN 1984--This year, Thailand will receive 3,995 million 

baht in foreign aid. This is a greater amount than that received last 

year and more than that [stipulated] in the Fifth Economic and Social 
Development Plan. On the afternoon of 31 March, Mr Philat Otsathanon, 

the director-general of the Department of Foreign Cooperation, discussed 

the trend in foreign economic and technical aid provided to Thailand. 

He said that in 1984, the amount of aid received by Thailand will total 
3,995 million baht. This is more than last year, and it is more than 

the target in the Fifth Economic and Social Development Plan. This is 
because several countries have increased the amount of aid given us. 

The director-general of the Department of Foreign Cooperation also said 

that in 1983, Thailand received a total of 3,321 million baht in foreign 
economic and technical aid. This was money that was given free of charge 

for carrying on more than 600 projects, most of which concerned agricultural 
and rural area development and development on the public health, education, 
energy and environmental fronts. The important sources of aid were the 
Colombo Plan countries, which includes Japan, England, Australia, New 
Zealand and Canada, which provided the most aid to Thailand, said Mr 

Philat in conclusion. [Text] [Bangkok NAEO NA in Thai 1 Apr 84 pp 1, 2] 11943 
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MILITARY AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


ECONOMIC CONSTRUCTION, NATIONAL DEFENSE IN MILITARY REGION I 
Hanoi QUAN DOI NHANDAN in Vietnamese 10 Apr 84 pp 1, 4 


[Article by Thai Ha: "Military Region 1 Holds Conference on Coordination of 
Economy with National Defense") 


[Text] The Military Region | Command recently held a conference to discuss 
the coordination of economy with national defense within the military region's 
territory. 


Attending the conference were Hoang Truong Minh, member of the Party Central 
Committee and director of the Nationalities Department; Hoang Quy, member of 
the Party Central Committee, minister and vice chairman of the State Planning 
Commission; Vu Oanh, member of the Party Central Committee and director of 
the Central Committee Agriculture Department; Lt Gen Bui Phung, member of the 
Party Central Committee and representative of the Ministry of National Defense; 
Lt Gen Dang Kinh, representative of the General Staff; and many cadres and 
specialists from various ministries and from the State Planning and Science 
Commissions. The chairmen of the Cao Bang, Lang Son, Bac Thai and Ha Bac 
Provincial People's Committees and the commanders in chief of units in the 
military region and of the friendly ones stationed in the same area were also 
present. 


On behalf of the Party Committee in and Command of the Military Region, Lt 

Gen Dam Quang Trung, member of the Party Central Committee and the Council 

of State and commander of the Military Region, read the outline of a report 

on the coordination of economy with national defense within the territory of 

the military region. The report pointed out the economic development potentials 
of Military Region | including the presence of many rivers, springs, waterfalls 
and canals favorable for the expansion of small-sized hydroelectric works; 

the existence of large quantities of minerals and mountain rocks to be exploited 
for use, processing and export; the vast area of forest containing precious 
woods and medicinal plants; and the great possibilities of developing the 
raising of large-sized domestic animals in the provinces of Cao Bang and Lang 
Son and in northern Bac Thai and Ha Bac and of expanding the area cultivated 
with industrial crops for export purposes such as Tung trees, camellias, anise, 
cinnamon, peanuts, soybeans and tobacco. The army is an organized labor force 
endowed with physical strength and a standard of cultural and scientific- 
technical knowledge; if aided by the party committee, administration and 











economic organ in the locality, the army can produce much more material wealth 
to contribute to building the military region into a prosperous and strong 
one. However, there are within the military region many difficulties relating 
to the forest and mountainous terrain and to communications, transportation 
and signal and liaison (and also because of the density of an irrationally 
scattered and thin population). 


In view of these opportunities and difficulties, the Military Region Command 
set forth the following targets for the association of economy with national 
defense: 


--Strengthen the existing road network and open thoroughly the principal roads 
and frontier roads leading to the rear. At the same time, it is necessary 

to open road networks indispensable to economy and national defense within 

the district and village scope. Troops must spare a certain portion of their 
working time to participate in road construction. 


--Based on the abundant source of hydraulic energy in the mountain region and 
midlands, widely expand small-sized hydroelectric works to carry out milling 
and processing, to provide lighting and to operate the wired radio network 

on the spot to serve the people and troops. It is necessary to develop the 
achievements scored in the past few years (such as 14 445-kW hydroelectric 
stations built by army units and the supply of hydroelectricity throughout 

the corps [Binh doan] by Group L of B Corps); this correct course of action 
must be followed by units stationed in areas with plenty of rivers and springs. 


The conference decided that to partially resolve the combustible problem, the 
troops must try in 1984 to afforest a further 1,000 hectares, to grow trees 
on a scattered area of 2 million hectares, to tend and improve 1,500 hectares 
and to exploit local coal mines including peat and to fully use discarded coal 
to make bricks, tiles and earthenwares. 


--In conjunction with the various localities, intensively cultivate rice, 
vegetables and subsidiary food and industrial crops in order to gradually 
achieve self-sufficiency by procuring a proportional amount of grain on the 
spot. Together with the localities, it is necessary to build mechanical engi- 
neering stations on a suitable scale to serve production purposes and to re- 
pair working tools for the people. Positive efforts must be exerted to produce 
construction materials to build barracks and to restore devastated cities. 


The military region made a proposal to the Council of Ministers and Ministry 
of National Defense and set forth measures aimed at assigning technically 
skillfully troops to units, formulating rational systems and policies enabling 
troops and manual and office workers engaged in economic construction to 
fulfill their mission, providing jobs for officers, soldiers and families who 
volunteer to build economy in the mountain region and gradually shaping up 
population clusters to meet the requirements of national construction and 
defense. 
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MILITARY AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


CORRUPT OFFICIALS IN DONG THAP IMPRISONED 
Hanoi QUAN DOI NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 8 Apr 84 p 4 


[Text] VNA--The Dong Thap Provincial People's Court recently held a session 

to try the case of Le Van Giau and his accomplices for deliberately contravening 
the economic-financial management principles, carrying out smuggling activities 
and committing corruption and bribery, thereby causing serious damage to the 
socialist property. 


Le Van Giau was director of the Import-Export United Corporation in Dong Thap 
Province. Since May 1981, under the label of improvement of the life of cadres 
and manual and office workers, he advocated the illegal raising of a special 

fund and directed the collection of over 5.5 million dong and the disbursement 

of nearly 5 million dong contrary to the principles enunciated by the state. 

When the judicial organs discovered his deeds and set up an inspection delegation, 
Giau tried to conceal his guilt by instructing his subordinates to correct 

or burn the old records and documents related to the special fund and to 

compile new ones. He also authorized the sale of 6,160 cement bags to the 
wrongful buyers--mainly the cadres and manual and office workers in the corpora- 
tion to enable them to sell this merchandise in the market to make a profit, 
which caused a loss of more than 277,000 dong to the state. Moreover, he allowed 
the use of private traders contrary to the established principles to enable 

the latter to usurp the state capital and to misuse the corporation's papers 

to carry out smuggling activities, to evade tax, to transport goods illegally 
across the Kampuchean-Vietnamese border and so forth. 


Some persons in the corporation under Le Van Giau's direction participated 

in his activities, held discussions with him throughout the duration of his 
criminal action and eagerly executed tasks according to his instructions. The 
Giau-Xun-Hieu-Hoa clique received bribes many times; worse still, they pooled 
money with a man named Ninh to smuggle goods to make a profit amounting to 

1 million dong or so which they shared with each other. They also took advantage 
of their functions and power to embezzle the state-owned money and merchandise 

by dishonest means. 


The Dong Thap Provincial People's Court sentenced Le Van Giau to 18 years in 
prison; Le Van Xem, Nguyen Trung Hieu and Nguyen Van Ninh to 8 years in prison 
each; to Vo Thai Hoa to 7 years in prison and the other accompliances each 
from 2 years of imprisonment with suspended execution of sentence to 2 years 
in prison. 
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MILITARY AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


EDITORIAL DISCUSSES REALISTIC STANDARDS FOR EMULATION MOVEMENT 
Hanoi QUAN DOI NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 9 Apr 84 pp 1,4 
{[Editorial: “Realistic Standards"] 


[Text] To obtain a good result from the emulation movement, one of the impor- 
tant factors is to try to set specific and realistic standards for the struggle. 
Only by setting clearly defined standards can one stimulate creativeness and 
motivate everybody to seek positive measures to reach the set standards. 


Struggle standards must always aim at expressing the will to make every effort 
to move forward, to develop strong points to a high degree, to overcome weak- 
nesses and resolutely to score greater achievements and feats of arms than 
previously. To speak of emulation standards is, in essence, to mention the 
result to be attained by the movement. Therefore, standards must be really 
progressive and scientific. 


By themselves, progressive and scientific standards have the power to inspire 
and spur on the determination to take action. 


Over the recent past, an outstanding feature of the emulation movement to carry 
out 4 great campaign throughout the army, in each unit and among all cadres 
and combatants has been the attention paid to the need to set standards and 
try to implement them in each stage and each mission with the objective of 
completely finishing each task and training program and bringing about a 
realistic effect and an overall change in various units. 


In many localities, however, not enough importance has been attached to the 
formulation of standards for each unit's and individual's struggle. A wide- 
spread shortcoming is the setting of vague, unrealistic and too high or too 
low standards. 


In many units, the emulation movement has not yet had a really profund charac- 
ter and has mostly been confined to the method of making exhortations and 
motivations with vague meanings. For this reason, in many areas, the formula- 
tion of standards still remains formalistic though carried out with flamboyance 
through the drawing of billboards and the sticking of slogans around barracks 
and drill grounds and even on each soldier's bedhead. Standards have not yet 
been considered to be legally obligatory. There has been the opinion that 











whether each unit or individual can fulfiil the standards or not is not 
important. This can be said to be one of the reasons for the “uncaring at- 
titude toward effectiveness" and for the generally low result of the emulation 
movement. 


Beside striving to eliminate the practice of setting vague or too low standards 
which do not reflect a determination to move forward, we must also overcome 
the “bad habit” of fixing too high standards or "extravagant" ones which do 
not conform to the actual situation and possibilities. Since they are made 
merely with boastful iutentions, this kind of "clangorous" standards will 

end up as paperwork and exert a negative effect on the struggle spirit and 
joint endeavor of entire units. 


To formulate realistic standavds that have the power of exhorting entire units 
and every individuai, it is important to carry out education and propaganda 
satisfactorily in order to create a new impetus throughout each unit and to 
inspire all echelons and everyone with a determination to progress vigorously 
during the emulation movement. On the other hand, it is necessary to assess 
accurately the strength and weakness of the entire unit and each individual, 
the forthcoming task requirements and the actual conditions, circumstances 

and possibilities prior to setting the highest practicable standards of struggle. 
Only by doing so can we obtain really progressive and scientific standards. 
The failure to instill an enthusiasm for progress and to take actual possibili- 
ties into consideration and the tendency to set too low or too high standards 
will greatly hamper the development of the emulation movement. 


Of course, progressive and realistic standards must be linked to the formulation 
of sound measures and working methods. These are the most decisive factors. 
Before approving struggle standards, each commander must, therefore, carefully 
examine the implementation measures proposed by the collective or individual. 

In the process of guiding the emulation movement, leaders and commanders at 

all levels must, at the same time, constantly keep track of the movement, extoll 
all creations by the unit and the masses, quickly discover the emerging dif- 
ficulties and guide and help the lower echelon to resolve them. 


Whenever necessary, the competent leader or commander at any level may examine, 
adjust and complement standards to make them appropriate and must ensure that 
all the set standards are fulfilled strenuously at all costs. 


By carefully scrutinizing all the set standards and by ensuring that they are 
carried out systematically with a vigorous impetus immediately in the first 
days of the emulation movement, we will create a momentum enabling all units 
to continue to successfully achieve the key targets of the great campaign. 
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MILITARY AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


ILLEGAL COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES ON TRAIN REPORTED 


Hanoi QUAN NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 10 Apr 84 p 3 


[Article by Anh Nguyen and Nguyen Hanh, of the Ministry of National Defense 
and Capital Military Region respectively: "Commercial Activities on Trains"] 


[Text] We have often gone out on mission and taken the Hanoi-Pho Lu, Hanoi- 
Thai Nguyen and Hanoi-Vinh trains. Apart from cadres, soldiers and people 

who were ordinary travelers, over the past few months there have appeared many 
groups of people--regrettably, a number of them seeming to be wounded soldiers 
--who traveled for commercial purposes, who came to Hanoi from various local- 
ities and who carried merchandise from Hanoi to other places. On the northern 
railroads from Pho Lu, Lang Son and Thai Nguyen to Hanoi, they carried along 
dozens of large gunny sacks containing special products such as cinnamon, anise, 
"de" bark and so on. On the railroad from Vinh to Hanoi, they carried along 
many tons of beans and peanuts. These people's travel by railroad for commer- 
cial purposes not only contravened the state regulations but also created dis- 
order and insecurity on the trains. They would start a brawl with anyone making 
a comment and would even beat the tax officers who fulfilled their duties on 
the trains. 


To stop the practice of traveling for commercial purposes which results in sow- 
ing disorder and insecurity on the railroad, we would suggest the following 
measures: 


--The railroad, public security and financial sectors must intensify control 
and deal firmly and promptly with the habit of traveling by train to carry 
out illegal commercial activities. 


--The various localities must pay attention to providing education and assis- 
tance to enable everyone to have a job to make a living and contribute to local 
construction and must also prevent the local people from traveling about freely 
to carry out commercial activities. 
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MILITARY AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


ILLEGAL FUEL SALE BY TROOPS REPORTED 

Hanoi QUAN DOI NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 10 Apr 84 p 3 

[Article by Le Thai Dinh, of Group 871: "Oil Flows to Mrs Hue's Inn") 
[Text] We have seen the following incidents which are still going on: 


In the direction of the gateway to the grade crossing and Route 5 near Gia 
Lam Airport, everyday a number of soldiers carry oil and gasoline to the inns 
in Sai Dong where they sell it and have a drink afterward. 


People told us that this oil and gasoline has been distributed by some units 
but has been taken out and sold by these soldiers. 


This practice has become more conspicuous in the past few days. At 1400 on 

12 March, Tai and Chieu--both natives of Hai Hau--brought 14 cans (each con- 
taining 20 liters) to Mrs Hue's inn. Also at 1400 on 13 March, Tai came to 
Mrs Hue's inn to receive 1,750 dong in cash (which represented the balance 

of payment for the oil sold the day before). At 1600 on the same day, he came 
again with 14 cans and sold them at the same inn. Lam--the man responsible 
for the "issue of goods from the depot"--told his collaborators: "Yesterday 

I pumped out for Tai and his men 750 liters at the price of 60 dong a can, 

Mrs Hue bought it at the price of 150 dong a can and resold it at the price 

of 300 dong each." 


In our opinion, the above-mentioned incidents must be put under control and 
measures taken immediately to stop the sale of gasoline and oil in order to 
prevent losses to the property of the state and people. 
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MILITARY AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


MISUSE OF VEHICLE IN ILLEGAL SALE OF RATIONS ACKNOWLEDGED 
Hanoi QUAN DOI NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 10 Apr 84 p 3 


[Article by Sen Col Nguyen Khac Vien, of Group M99: "It Was a Lesson for 
Educating Cadres and Troops") 


[Text] After reading the article titled "Who Gave the Authorization?" which 
was written by a comrade called Le Trong Sang and published in the 21 February 
1984 issue of QUAN DOI NHAN DAN and which dealt with the sale of rice in Dong 
Nguyen (Ha Bac Province) involving the use of a "Gat" truck bearing license 
plate No AE-62-54 and the mark No 47-99V on the right side of the vehicle, 

we have conducted an inquiry into this case and can now confirm that the in- 
cident reported by the newspaper was true. 


Prior to the lunar New Year of the Mouse, due to difficulties in the material 
situation of the unit and with the agreement of the higher level, Group M99 

was authorized to send a truck to Ha Bac to buy food for the troops to enjoy 

the Tet festival (the order for the truck trip was valid from 27 to 30 January 
1984). On 12 February 1984, some cadres deliberately corrected the date written 
on the order and used the truck to go to Ha Bac to buy goods. 


During the trip, the truck carried 1 ton of paddy produced by the unit together 
with a certain amount of rice rations reserved for cadres on leave and mission 
and for troops on the move. However, these people took out this paddy and 

rice for sale in the free market. 


We sent cadres to the unit for investigation and came to the following con- 
clusion: 


This was a serious shortcoming committed by some cadres in Group M99 who freely 
used the [transportation] means without notifying the higher level and in vio- 
lation of the market management policy of the state. Because of the serious 
nature of such an infringement, the unit examined the case of these undisci- 
plined cadres and dealt with them appropriately. 


We have used the above-mentioned incident as a lesson to educate all cadres 
in the unit and to draw experiences in managing material and technical facil- 
ities. 
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AGRICULTURE 


DIFFICULTIES IN 5TH-MONTH-SPRING RICE CROP CULTIVATION DETAILED 
Hanoi QUAN DOI NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 9 Apr 84 p 3 


[Article by Viet An: "State and Prospects of the Sth-Month and Spring Rice 
Crop This Year") 


[Text] Editorial Staff's Note: Many cadres and combatants on combat-ready 
mission in the border areas have sent letters to the editorial staff asking 
the following questions: "This year the 5th-month and spring rice crop has 
met with many difficulties caused by weather conditions. A protracted cold 
spell has destroyed seedlings, forcing many localities to perform trans- 
planting three or four times. We suggest that the editorial staff gives 
specific information about the 5th-month and spring production season this 
year: Has transplanting been done on schedule on all the planned area? 
What are the harvest prospects?" [Following is our answer: } 


Being originally of a seasonal nature, agricultural production in our country 
is still dependent on natural conditions and is, therefore, directly influenced 
by weather and climatic developments and changes. During each production year, 
the 10th-month and summer-fall crops are usually affected by strong winds, 
typhoons, waterloggings and floods; the winter-spring crop enjoys relatively 
favorable conditions only in the Nam Bo provinces while both the 5th-month 

and spring rice crops in the northern provinces frequently suffer notable 
damage caused by hard frost and drought. This year, the 5th-month and spring 
rice crops are also subjected to this cyclical law. 


A review of the situation in the past few months has revealed the following 
major weather and climatic developments: On 12 November 1983, a wave of very 
cold atmosphere brought in by the northeastern monsoon exercised influence 

on the Bac Bo and Trung Bo regions for 1 day and 1 night and lowered the 
temperature to between 7 and 11 degrees C. Henceforth, a cold air swept 

in continuously, causing a frosty weather so that hoarfrost was seen in some 
areas of Bac Bo. During that period, the weather was dry and frosty (sunshine 
in daytime and low temperature at night) and dragged on into December. In 

late January and in the first week of February 1984, a second cold wave with 

a light northeastern wind swept in continuously, reinforced by the intermittent 
arrival of complementary waves which made the sky cloudy and dark and lowered 
the temperature in both day and nightime. On some days, the lowest temperature 
dipped to 0.5 degree C in Sa Pa (Hoang Lien Son Province) and to 8.4 degrees 

C in Hanoi on 31 January. Afterward, the weather warmed up gradually and turned 
humid with the appearance of drizzle. According to statistics gathered from 





various localities, the weather and climate over the past few months have done 
serious damage to the 5th-month and spring crop in its initial stage: Over 
20,000 hectares of seedlings and 60,000 hectares of newly transplanted seedlings 
were destroyed so that transplanting had to be done again three or four 

times in many localities. Seed production expenses and the sowing and trans- 
planting cost increased while the planned allocation of rice varieties was 

upset contrary to initial expectations. 


However, compared with the documents gathered and with production realities 
over many years, the weather and climatic conditions during the recent 

initial phase of the 5th-month and spring season were indeed subjected to 
complex developments the main elements of which remained, however, within the 
limited gamut observed for many years. For example, in Hanoi, the average 
temperature in January this year was 13.5 degrees C which was not the Lowest 
because there were years when it plunged to between 12.3 and 12.7 degrees 

C in this city. The death of seedlings and newly transplanted riceplants on 
tens of thousands of hectares did not happen this year alone, for in the past 
years there were times when crop transplanting could not be carried out on 
schedule so that tens of thousands of hectares of field were left uncultivated. 
Thus, the weather and climatic conditions in the past few months should not 

be viewed as sudden or unexpected changes in comparison with the corresponding 
period in some previous years. 


In their effort to carry out sowing and transplanting on all the area destined 
for this year's 5th-month and spring crop, cooperative cadres and members have 
over the past few months taken two principal measures-improving the sowing 

and transplanting time schedule and increasing the planting of the late spring 
rice crop. Many localities have sown additional seeds of short-term and late 
spring varieties such as the CR 203, NN75-10, IR 1561-162, NN3A Tran Chau 

Lun [dwarf Tran Chau] and TH2 strains by applying the method of sowing on seed- 
beds, growing seedlings on yards or hard ground, or direct sowing. According 
to cadres and members of some cooperatives, by taking the actual situation 

into consideration, drawing production experiences and using suitable varieties 
for the current crop cultivation, they have been able to extend the sowing 

and transplanting time by more than 10 days as compared with the previous 

years and also to complete this task on schedule on the planned area. 


Owing to the great efforts of all localities and peasants, sowing and trans- 
planting have been carried out on 97.4 percent of the planned area for the 
5th-month and spring rice crop of this year, which is roughly equal to the 
area for the same crop last year. This is a very important success which will 
make it possible to achieve an output not inferior to last year's 5th-month 
and spring crop in terms of the sowing and transplanting area. 


Productivity is the factor having a decisive effect on output. This was demons- 
trated most clearly during the 1982-83 5th-month and spring agricultural season 
which was also marked by weather and climatic difficulties such as a prolonged 
cold spell which ruined more than 10,000 hectares of seedlings. Compared with 
the previous 5th-month and spring crop (1981-82), the area [of the 1982-83 
5th=-month and spring crop] was a little bit smaller but, generally speaking, 

its output was higher because it got an increase of more than 350,000 tons. 














If so, by raising the riceplants’ productivity, will it be possible for this 
year's 5th-month and spring crop to achieve an output equal to and even higher 
than that of the previous crop? 


The complex weather and climatic changes in the past few months have exerted 
a twofold effect on production--difficulties in growing seedlings and death 

of a portion of seedlings versus favorable conditions "making the soil friable 
and providing a propitious hard frost for seedlings." 


This year the soil friability on almost all the arable area has been conducive 
to the inversion of chemical substances in the soil--a process favorable to 
the growth of the riceplant roots and to the development of the plants them- 
selves after their transplantation. According to the consolidated data col- 
lected from various localities, seedlings have been made available for trans- 
plantation on about 30 to 40 percent of the area immediately after the 
crumbling of the friable soil so that the timely presence of soluble nitrogen 
in the soil has proven beneficial to the growth of riceplants. Production 
experiences have also demonstrated that whenever seedlings are affected by 
hard frost, the crop will usually be abundant. This is because after with- 
standing consecutive spells of hard frost together with a low temperature, 
seedlings will stiffen, develop a high endurance and become strong and able 

to better absorb light and nutrients and the result will be a high product- 
ivity. Continuous observations on many fields in a number of localities have 
shown that though their form and color do not look as beautiful as usual, these 
seedlings have changed color and begun to grow with beautiful green leaves 
only a few days after transplantation. 


However, we must clearly realize that these favorable conditions have not yet 
been fully exploited in certain localities. For instance, though the soil 

in some areas had become friable, a long time was spent waiting for the 
availability of rice seeds and seedlings for sowing and transplanting so that 
part of the inverted nitrogen had settled down in the deep layers of the soil 
and could no longer be absorbed by riceplants. Another example is the fact 
that though seedlings had become strong under the influence of hard frost, 

some localities waited till the end of the protracted hard frost spell to start 
transplanting but then the weather conditions began worsening so that the 
seedlings could only grow weakly. 


To increase the productivity and output of the current 5th-month and spring 
crop, it is therefore necessary to actively implement intensive cultivation 
measures primarily to limit the adverse influence, to develop the favorable 
conditions and to properly carry out the tasks involved in the production 
process. Since rice has been sown and transplanted on the 5th-month and spring 
fields in several stages and according to different seed sowing methods invol- 
ving the use of different strains, it is necessary to set forth different 
regulations on the care for seedlings, the level of water to be kept in the 
fields and the task of weeding and applying fertilizers. At present, all 
localities are intensifying the organization and direction of production and 
are implementing positive measures to adequately meet the growth requirements 
of each rice strain in each piece of field and plot, all that with the aim 

of obtaining an even productivity. The erroneous opinion that if a protracted 





hard frost spell has occurred at the beginning of the cultivation season, there 
will be no harmful insect and disease or not many of them in the remaining 

part of the season is being rectified in many localities. The present dif- 
ficulties in the irrigation stage are as follows: The water reserve kept in 
lakes and dams is not abundant and the water level in the Thac Ba lake is 

lower than the average one in the past years and while different rice crops 

are interspersed, the area covered by spontaneously running water is smaller 
than that in the previous years (according to the Ministry of Water Conservancy, 
water shortage is affecting 200,000 hectares or so in North Vietnam). The 
electricity, water conservancy and agricultural sectors are closely coordinating 
their efforts to gradually solve these difficulties. The first step toward 

this solution is to bring the existing material-technical capabilities into 
play. These capabilities are rather great because for an area of only 990,000 
hectares of intensive cultivation concentrated in the Red River delta, there 

is an electricity network serving nearly 2,000 pump stations with a total 
capacity of 330,000 kilowatt-hours. Other localities are also fully using 

the existing means and forces to actively carry out the antidrought plan. 


In South Vietnam, the winter-spring rice crop is growing fairly well and the 
early rice crop has been harvested on nearly 300,000 hectares. According to 

an initial estimate, this crop's productivity will be higher than that of the 
previous one. Since the sowing and transplanting area is larger than that 

in the previous season, the winter-spring rice crop in South Vietnam this year 
will certainly yield an abundant harvest. This outcome will motivate the North 
Vietnamese peasantry to enthusiastically overcome difficulties and to try to 
obtain a high productivity from the 5th-month and spring rice crop. 
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